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Public Comment

A public comment period will occur following the 
presentation from the Administration.

Guidelines will be shared regarding commenting 
procedures.

Please keep your microphones muted during the 
presentation.



Transition Goals

1. Return to 4-day per week in person instruction to provide the 

structure and educational services needed for our youngest 

(K-6)  and most vulnerable learners in our school district.

2. Balance meeting the needs of our students/parents and 

protecting the health and safety of our school district students, 

staff, and entire school community.

3. The safety and security of our entire school community 

remains our top priority during all instructional modes of 

operation.



Transition to 4-day In-Person Instruction
Results of Parent/Guardian Survey

February 2021
1 = Not Comfortable 
5 = Very Comfortable 



Transition to 4-day In-Person Instruction
Results of Parent/Guardian Survey

February 2021
1 = Not Comfortable 
5 = Very Comfortable 



Transition to 4-day In-Person Instruction
Results of Parent/Guardian Survey

February 2021



Transition to 4-day In-Person Instruction
Results of Parent/Guardian Survey

February 2021



Why transition to 4-Day Instruction?
• Youngest learners require direct contact with teachers and their 

peers in order to engage in age appropriate social interactions.

• Research shows that the spread of COVID-19 within and among 

elementary aged students is significantly lower than that of 

secondary aged students.

• Social distancing is still a concern, but with approximately 30% 

of students opting for full remote status, class sizes are smaller 

than normal which will allow continued efforts to socially 

distance students and staff as much as possible.

• Our students do best when in school, engaging with our highly 

trained and skilled staff.



Shaler Area SD 14-Day Trend
As of February 17, 2021 at 3 pm

 19  



Transition to 4-Day Instruction

“While it is impossible to eliminate the risk of disease 
transmission entirely within a school setting where community 
spread is present, recent studies have shown that when 
mitigation efforts, such as universal masking, physical 
distancing, and hand hygiene are followed, it may be safer for 
younger children, particularly elementary grade students, to 
return to in-person instruction”

-Former PA Secretary of Health Dr. Rachel Levine



Cohort C - Virtual Option

● Student Cohort C  (Students remaining at home 100%)
■ Do not report for in-person instruction Monday-Friday

■ Engage in virtual instruction Monday-Friday

■ Students who are 100% virtual are expected to engage in 

developmentally appropriate daily live instruction (via 

Google Meets) or interaction, and interdependent, 

self-paced homework, project, and activities for student 

learning at the discretion of the teacher.

● Students in Cohort C will remain with their assigned 

teachers/classes. 

● Remains available during quarantine/isolation periods.

Families who do not wish to send their children to school 4-days per 
week can opt for our 100% virtual model.



Altered Mitigation Strategies
If the district opts to transition to 4-day per week in-person 
instruction (M, Tu, Th, F), it would do so under the following 
parameters: 

• Students and staff will be required to continue to adhere to the 
universal face masking order as outlined by the PA Department 
of Health.

• Physical distancing of six feet in school cafeterias remains a 
requirement in order for students to remove their face 
coverings. 

• Maintain six feet of physical distance between individuals to the 
highest extent possible. The district will be unable to 
accommodate six feet of physical distance in all scenarios (i.e. 
some classroom spaces).



Transportation

If the district opts to transition to 4-day per week in-person 
instruction (M, Tu, Th, F), the following adjustments would be made 
to transportation: 

• Capacity limits on school bus routes will need to increase. 

• Students will once again share seats. 
• Up to two students may share a seat on a school bus. 
• Up to three primary/ elementary-aged siblings may share a 

seat on a school bus.



What continued cleaning measures will take 
place when students come to school 4-days?

All typical cleaning measures will continue to be completed 
regardless of the operational model. These include: 

● All spaces are cleaned and sanitized daily (including 
classrooms, desks, hallways, etc.).

● Individual classrooms have disinfectant spray and wipes to use 
as needed throughout the day.

● A PT custodian supports extra cleaning involved in the 
cafeteria, bathrooms, and health rooms as well as in all 
instructional spaces as needed.

● Hospital-grade electrostatic sprayers will be used in classrooms 
and high-touch areas on a daily basis.



Face Coverings

In order to mitigate the spread of COVID-19, all students and staff 

must wear face coverings in accordance with the state Department 

of Health’s Universal Face Coverings Order updated November 18, 

2020.   Face shields are considered an alternative covering.

 

Face coverings can only be removed when: 

● Eating or drinking when spaced at least 6 feet apart; or 

● When wearing a face covering creates an unsafe condition in 

which to operate equipment or execute a task; or 

● At least 6 feet apart during “face-covering breaks” to last no 

longer than 10 minutes. 

https://www.health.pa.gov/topics/Documents/Diseases%20and%20Conditions/Updated%20Order%20of%20the%20Secretary%20Requiring%20Universal%20Face%20Coverings.pdf


Daily Symptom Screening
Families are asked to conduct a daily screening 

before sending their student to school
Group A 

1 or more symptoms
Group B 

2 or more symptoms

Fever (100 or higher)
Cough
Shortness of breath
Difficult breathing
New olfactory disorder (loss of smell)

New taste disorder (loss of taste)

Fever (measured or subjective)

Chills

Rigors (sudden feeling of cold with shivering)

Myalgia (muscle pain or muscle ache)

Headache

Sore throat

Nausea or vomiting

Diarrhea

Fatigue

Congestion or runny nose

Stay at home, if yout:
● Have one or more symptoms in Group A OR
● Have two or more symptoms in Group B OR
● Are taking fever reducing medication.

If your child stayed home as a result of answering “yes” to  any of the above 
questions, we ask that you call your school nurse 

prior to your child returning to school.



Contacting Your School Nurse
It is important to communicate with your school nurse in order for 

the school district to provide the safest learning environment 

possible for our returning students and staff and to comply with 

state requirements. Please contact your  school nurse via phone or 

email immediately if any of the following apply:

● You plan to travel outside of Pennsylvania for any reason.

● You or any member of your household tests positive for 

COVID-19. 

● Your have been in close contact with a confirmed or presumed 

positive COVID-19 case.

● Your are currently quarantined or isolated due to a recent 

exposure outside of school or due to travel.

https://www.sasd.k12.pa.us/healthoffice3284.aspx


Attestation Agreement

• In November, the state Secretary of Health issued a new order 

requiring public schools in counties with substantial community 

transmission to attest to health and safety protocols. 

• As a district, we have signed the Attestation Ensuring 

Implementation of Mitigation Efforts form declaring that while 

students are receiving in-person instruction in our district, we 

will comply with the Department of Health’s Universal Face 

Coverings Order updated November 18, 2020, and will follow 

the department’s Recommendations for Pre-K to 12 Schools 

Following Identification of a Case(s) of COVID-19. The form is 

posted on the district’s Back to School webpage.

https://www.health.pa.gov/topics/Documents/Diseases%20and%20Conditions/Updated%20Order%20of%20the%20Secretary%20Requiring%20Universal%20Face%20Coverings.pdf
https://www.health.pa.gov/topics/Documents/Diseases%20and%20Conditions/Updated%20Order%20of%20the%20Secretary%20Requiring%20Universal%20Face%20Coverings.pdf
https://www.education.pa.gov/Schools/safeschools/emergencyplanning/COVID-19/SchoolReopeningGuidance/ReopeningPreKto12/PublicHealthGuidance/Pages/SchoolClosureRecommentations.aspx
https://www.education.pa.gov/Schools/safeschools/emergencyplanning/COVID-19/SchoolReopeningGuidance/ReopeningPreKto12/PublicHealthGuidance/Pages/SchoolClosureRecommentations.aspx
https://www.sasd.k12.pa.us/BacktoSchool2020.aspx


Guidelines for Cases in Schools 
Recommendations for School Buildings Following Identification of a Case(s) of 
COVID-19 during Substantial Level of Community Transmission in the County



COVID-19 Dashboard
• In order to increase transparency and to help the district 

community anticipate the need for a possible school closure 

due to COVID-19, the district’s COVID-19 dashboard provides a 

visual way to track the positive cases in each school building 

over a 14-day period: 

https://www.sasd.k12.pa.us/COVID-19Dashboard.aspx.

• If a school experiences a positive COVID-19 case, we will 

continue to send an email to all families and staff members of 

the affected building. 

• The number of positive COVID-19 cases that will trigger a school 

closure is based on the size of the school. 

https://www.sasd.k12.pa.us/COVID-19Dashboard.aspx


Transition Timeline

Date Transition Milestone

Friday, February 19, 2021 Parent Commitment Form Emailed 
(4-day or 100% virtual)

February 19-24, 2021
March 1-5, 2021

Parent & Staff Town Hall Meetings (K-3)
Parent & Staff Town Hall Meetings (4-6)

Friday, February 26, 2021
Friday, March 5, 2021

Parent Commitment Forms Due (K-3)
Parent Commitment Forms Due (4-6)

March 8, 2021 4-day Instruction begins for students in Grades K-3

March 15, 2021 4-day Instruction begins for students in Grade 4-6

Pending Allegheny County / District 
Positivity Rates

4-day Instruction begins for students in Grades 7-12

Dates are subject to change based upon positive rates/case counts in 
Allegheny County and the Shaler Area School District.

The Administration recommends the transition to 4-day in person 
instruction for students gradually beginning on March 8, 2021.



Public Comment

 When recognized, please unmute yourself and state 
your name and address.

Individual questions that are personal in nature, 
should be directed to your Building Principal and/or 

appropriate Department.


