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by Julia Barbati

Shaler Area sustainability teacher Mrs. Abbey 
Nilson was recently nominated for 2023 PA teacher 
of the year. Unsurprisingly, with Nilson’s passion 
and hard work, she has made it to the final round 
of the competition, being one of twelve finalists.                 
Initially she was shocked about the news, but is very 
appreciative of her nomination and this opportunity.

“I feel so honored to be nominated and to reach 
this point. I never would have expected this, but I’m 
so grateful,” she said. “This process has pushed me 
out of my comfort zone and allowed me to grow as a 
person and as an educator.”

She gives most of her credit to her students as 
they have shown their enthusiasm and have helped 
advocate for sustainability. With the passion from her 
students, she has been able to create opportunities to 
support the community and take steps to help the en-
vironment.

“I am so proud of the students. They have done 
amazing thing, such as advocating for the protection 
of Girty’s Woods and becoming accomplished bota-
nists with all of the plants we grow,” she said. “They 
have applied for and received grants to help fund 
projects right here in our community such as a new 
green playground and solar panels for a community 
building.”

Nilson continues to prove why she deserves to be 
a finalist by continuing to plan for the future of her 
class and the environment. Her sustainability class 
this year has truly accomplished a lot and Nilson is 
proud of the efforts that have been made.

“Students just worked on a big native species 
project for the Allegheny Land Trust. They identified 
and located over 50 native species that hadn’t been 
identified in Girty’s Woods before,” Nilson said. 
“Knowing which native species exist on the property 
allows the Allegheny Land Trust to properly manage 
and care for the land. Students will continue to work 
on this identification project in future years as well. 
We have recently adopted a street tree in Millvale 
and have plans to adopt another one.” 

Nilson has created many opportunities for her 
students to protect the planet and through this she is 
able to share the love for sustainability that she has 
always had. She plans to continue to give hands-on 
experiences and take action into saving the environ-
ment.

“Sustainability and environmental advocacy are 
things that have been part of my life for a long time. 
I’ve always been a plant-based composting nerd.  Be-

fore the Sustainability class was developed, I would 
try to weave environmental topics in with my biol-
ogy and earth science classes. When the opportunity 
arose to teach a whole class dedicated to this topic, I 
was so excited! 

“I’m absolutely thrilled to teach a class with a 
primary focus of protecting our planet and doing en-
vironmental work with students in our community,” 
she said.

Nilson selected as finalist for Teacher of the Year

Mrs. Abbey Nilson

by Addison Kania

On February 24, Russia launched 
a full-scale assault on Ukraine. Ever 
since that day, Ukraine has been fight-
ing to keep the land that its residents 
call home. Over 5.6 million refugees 
have left Ukraine and close to 3,000 
have died due to this invasion. This 
devastation has also caused great loss 
in infrastructure such as schools. While 
Ukrainian people are living through this 
everyday, many of them are still want-
ing an education, which is just one dem-
onstration of their resilience.

Shaler Area High School juniors, 
Maddie and Mackenzie Barr, and their 
4th grade sister, Lucy, are of Ukrai-
nian descent. They are members at St. 
George Ukrainian Catholic Church and 
were approached by the priest’s wife in 
hopes their family could help support 
a friend. Her friend has been running 
a school of 2,000 students in an under-
ground facility as the war rages around 
the country.

Starting on April 4, the Barrs set 
out a donation box at all Shaler Area 
schools for school supplies to be col-
lected that would be sent to the students 
in Ukraine. The project ended on April 
29 and the girls worked with Maidan of 
Dignity Charitable Foundation, Kyiv, 
Ukraine to get the supplies over there. 
In terms of donations, they were very 
successful.

“We filled three SUVs with thou-
sands of school supplies, and have re-
ceived approximately $2,000 in mon-
etary donations,” Maddie Barr said.

They were greatly appreciative of 
these donations and all the work the 
community put in to raise them espe-
cially since it was so important to them.

“Due to the devastation of the 
war in Ukraine, children are being up-
rooted and deserve to still be educated 
and have some sort of normalcy. These 
school supplies will help in a small way 
continue with education. It’s also im-
portant because of our family heritage 
with Ukraine,” Maddie said.

SA family collects school supplies for students in Ukraine

Madison, Lucy and Mackezie Barr
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by Addison Kania

Marissa Meyer always knew that she 
wanted to be a writer, but did not know 
that the future held a spot for her as a 
#1 New York Times-bestselling author. 
Meyer grew up in Tacoma, Washington 
and from a very young age she realized 
what she wanted to do for a career. At 
14 years old, she was introduced to an-
ime and fanfiction and began writing 
Sailor Moon fanfiction. Concluding that 
this was her passion, she went to Pacific 
Lutheran University and earned a BA in 
Creative Writing. She then furthered her 
education at Pace University, receiving 
a MA in Publishing.

After a short time of freelance writ-
ing, she was given a book deal and pub-
lished her first book, “Cinder”. This 
would go on to become part of the best-
selling series called The Lunar Chron-
icles. These books are all based off of 
fairy tale stories, however, with a bit of 
a twist. Her first book follows a cyborg 
girl, Cinder, who lives with her evil 
stepmother. Along her journey, she finds 
out many secrets from her past that will 
assist her in the future. While doing this, she faces 
the evil Queen Levana who does everything in her 
power to bring Cinder down. Following this book, 
Cinder meets up with Scarlet, Cress, and Winter to 
work together and hopefully defeat Queen Levana in 
the end.

The Oracle had the pleasure of interviewing Ma-
rissa Meyer and learned of her thoughts surrounding 
her #1 bestselling series, The Lunar Chronicles:

Did you ever expect the Lunar Chronicles to 
get as popular as it did? How has this impact af-
fected you?

I would say that I hoped it would be really suc-
cessful, but I certainly didn’t expect it. I always 
wanted to be a career author – to publish lots and 
lots of books throughout my life, and to gradually 
build up my readership and hopefully be really suc-

cessful. That was the dream and the goal. But once 
Cinder sold to a publisher and I started hearing about 
the buzz building for the book and seeing all of their 
marketing plans going into effect, I started to get the 
feeling like it might actually do really well right out 
of the gate, which is what ended up happening! 

I’ve always been really lucky to have such amaz-
ing support from my publishers and the readers who 
review and share the book with others. Now I get to 
do my dream job every day – writing books, meet-
ing readers and other authors, traveling (in non-covid 
times), and dreaming up new stories all the time. I 
feel incredibly lucky.

The Lunar Chronicles do not follow the typi-
cal fairy tale writings of many authors. For in-
stance, Cinder is not a perfect princess, instead 
she is half human and half machine. Do you think 
typical fairy tales portray an unrealistic way of 

life and is that why you decided to get 
away from that typical version?

I would not argue that my books 
portray a way of life that is any more re-
alistic than traditional retellings! I don’t 
think the fantasy of a fairy tale is a bad 
thing. I think there is a reason we con-
tinue to gravitate toward some of these 
big, universal themes: Good conquer-
ing evil, the underdog defeating the all-
powerful villain, the rags to riches tale.

Seeing it in stories gives us hope 
that our own life, our own situation, 
our own world can be better. I hope 
my books are ultimately inspirational. 
That someone might read about Cinder 
standing up for herself and others and 
feel like they, too, can be brave. (That 
said, my ultimate goal is always to tell 
an entertaining story that readers will 
enjoy. Everything else tends to be sec-
ondary for me.)

What made you choose those four 
specific characters – Cinder, Cress, 
Winter, and Scarlet – over other fairy 
tale characters?

When I was first planning the series, 
I started with a list of a dozen or so of my favorite 
fairy tales, and I started brainstorming on each of 
them, trying to figure out how I would retell each one 
in a science-fiction setting. What if Rumpelstiltskin 
was a robot? What if Sleeping Beauty was trapped in 
a cryogenic freezing chamber? Etc. 

After a while, a story started to develop between 
these four fairy tales: Cinderella, Little Red, Rapun-
zel, and Snow White. I began to see how the stories 
might fit together into one overarching plot, and how 
the main villain (the wicked queen from Snow White) 
could be the tyrant lording over all four characters. 
As those four stories rose to the top, I got more and 
more excited about the possibilities.

Was it difficult to connect all of the stories of 
the four main protagonists throughout the series?

I made rough outlines of all four books before I 
started writing, so from the beginning I had a general 
idea of how each story would connect and how each 
of the protagonists would relate to the others. 

The evil queen was the linchpin—I needed to 
make sure that every character had a reason to stay 
involved in the plot, that she couldn’t just choose 
to walk away, so I needed them all to be motivated 
to see the revolution through to the end and defeat 
Queen Levana. 

So I spent a lot of time figuring out how she 
would be at fault for their various problems, and 
a lot of their backstories evolved organically from 
that. Once I had that in place, the way that the sto-
ries would connect came together… well, I won’t say 
easily, but at least I had a map to follow and knew it  
could work.

What was your target audience for the Lunar 
Chronicles? What kinds of lessons do you think it 
teaches?

Readers like me! Even though I haven’t been a 
teenager for a long time, I’m still a reader and lover 
of young adult fiction. I wanted to write books that 
were exciting, fun, and romantic, so that’s what 
I set out to do. I don’t spend a lot of time thinking 
about who the target audience will be—I just write 
the books that speak to my heart, and hope they will 
find their readership. Likewise, I don’t go into a book 
with a “message” in mind, but inevitably, causes that 
I care about will make their way into the story. Cin-
der’s story deals with a lot of social injustice and 
prejudice, but in a way that is removed from the very 
real issues we are facing today. If readers can take 
away a message of acceptance and love, that would 
make me really happy.

Q&A with Lunar Chronicles author Marissa Meyer
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Peer Tutoring is a program worth continuing
by Aidan Brophy

After only a single nine-week period of op-
eration, the high school peer tutoring program has 
come to an end. The official reasoning was the lack 
of student usage, but was this really enough to kill 
the program?

Peer tutoring was a new initiative that began 
with the third nine weeks. Rather than meeting with 
teachers in the library for tutoring, students had the 
option of being tutored by student volunteers in cho-
sen subject areas.

The program was running on a trial period, and 
due to a low turnout, it didn’t survive even a single 
semester before being shut down. I was a peer tu-
tor myself, and I can attest that- at least during 3rd 
period- students flocked to the math tutoring table 
rather than the peer tutoring station day after day. 
There were a number of students that came to the 
peer tutoring table on a semi-regular basis, and most 

of them genuinely wanted the help, but they were 
vastly outnumbered by students who chose to be tu-
tored by the available teachers.

But here’s my question: Why put an end to the 
program when the peer tutors were volunteers?

The peer tutors were volunteering during one of 
their study hall periods. If no students came down 
to receive tutoring, then the peer tutors were only 
missing a study hall. No essential educational time 
was lost.

The school should find ways to utilize students 
who are willing to volunteer their time to to help 
other students.

One way could be using peer tutors as a resource 
for counselors. Students on academic probation 
could be assigned to work with a peer tutor rather 
than a specific teacher, giving the tutors guaranteed 
service hours and relieving the strain from teachers.

If the peer tutors are still willing to take time 
out of their school day to help their classmates for 
volunteer hours, I see no reason why they shouldn’t 
be allowed to do that. While they can do that on their 
own time, having it organized by the school gives 
it reach and legitimacy that the volunteers simply 
can’t achieve on their own.

If the peer tutors are 
still willing to take time 
out of their school day 
to help their classmates 
for volunteer hours, I 
see no reason why they 
shouldn’t be allowed to 
do that.

by Rebecca Beckas

As May has begun, the senior class of 2022 is less than one month away 
from graduating high school and stepping into the real world. The pressing 
question is, of course, “What are your plans after high school?” While this is 
an expected question for a senior, there’s also a certain stigma around it, too. 
What most people expect you to say is “going to college”, but what about the 
people whose answer isn’t “going to college”?

In today’s society, while the stigma surrounding it is fading, there seems 
to be an expectation for people to go to college right out of high school, de-
spite the plethora of options that young adults have.

As someone who wanted to enter college undecided, I always got mixed 
reactions; some would say that it’s a smart thing to do so that I can explore my 
options, while others ridiculed the idea because it was a “waste of money”. 
Anytime I would talk about college, nothing ever felt like the right answer. 
As I’m a month away from graduating and still have no idea what I would 
want to major in, I’ve decided I don’t need to go to college right away.

I wish somebody had explained to me the option of deferring my applica-
tion to take a gap year. I had no idea this was even an option, because I’ve 
only ever heard, “college, trade school, or straight into the workforce”. While 
I obviously knew gap years were a thing, I never really knew what someone 
could do in a gap year other than work. That being said, I believe that society 
needs to broaden its perspective and promote, maybe even encourage, gap 
years for students.

Not only does a gap year give some time off from school (most of the 
time), it is really another great tool for mental health, time to focus on your-
self, and get your life together. I just feel like too often that one specific way 
of life, such as going to college straight out of high school, is forced.

There are many great programs out there, like many sponsored by the 
United Nations or other programs that you can explore in the United States 
or abroad. Some colleges and universities even give you a scholarship if you 
partake in those programs.

When I brought up the idea of a gap year to a few adults, they weren’t 
extremely optimistic until I told them I wanted to do a federal volunteer pro-
gram during that time. While I appreciate their support, I think these reac-
tions only prove my point further, that gap years for students are not tradi-
tionally accepted.

What I’m doing, and what I wish was talked about more, is AmeriCorps. 
It is a US government agency that engages volunteers in service within the 
United States. I will travel the West Coast for 10 months being assigned dif-
ferent jobs and opportunities, while hopefully being able to figure out what to 
do with my life when I come out of it.

Nothing is wrong with going to college right away, but I do believe it is 
something that is pushed onto high school students without presenting oth-
er alternatives. Some want to go to college undecided and some have their 
whole life planned out, but I do believe that schools should put more empha-
sis on the world of opportunities people have once they leave high school.

Students should be made 
more aware of their 
options after high school

by Addison Kania

Pressure. That’s what a lot of student athletes face everyday, especially when 
in high school. Whether it’s from school, coaches, parents, or teammates, it’s 
always going to be there. However, there are many ways to alleviate this pressure 
which can enhance performance and relieve stress placed on many athletes.

First off, many student athletes face pressure from their classes, especially 
those who take higher level courses and have to maintain their grades in order to 
continue playing the sport that they love. With homework and tests looming over 
them, they can become distracted when game time comes. Yet, by being in con-
stant communication with teachers about work and deadlines and by also doing 
school work throughout the day, much of the stress from school will be released.

Next, athletes also encounter pressure from their coaches. Again, commu-
nication is a key part in getting through this challenge. Having meetings with 
coaches to talk about what works for them as an athlete is crucial. It is very 
important that a coach knows how the athlete will respond to different coaching 
styles because that can set the tone for the rest of the game. When coaches are 
able to be tough on their players, yet maintain a positive attitude and relationship 
with players, much improvement can be seen from the team.

Parents also play a key role in the lives of student athletes. They are the ones 
who often drive their children to the games or are always there to sit and watch 
them play. While it is great to have this kind of support, it also can affect how an 
athlete performs. Parents have to be aware of how their words can affect the play-
ers as they speak with them about the game. Oftentimes parents can be very hard 
on their kids when the kid already feels pressure from coaches. It does not help 
to have a bunch of other people telling them what to do. Parents have to handle 
the relationship so the kid knows he has their support yet he also feels he can get 
advice from them when needed.

Lastly, a big source of pressure on student athletes is actually their own team-
mates. Teammates need to be able to push each other to their limits while also 
being there to encourage each other so everyone can improve. Having this fun 
atmosphere brings great performances from all the players and allows them to 
conquer their mistakes and celebrate their victories all together.

This may not be the situation for all student athletes, but I guarantee most 
athletes have felt one of these pressures before. When feeling these pressures, 
make sure to communicate about who or what is causing them so you can feel 
that you are performing your best. Student athletes should be able to play the 
sport that they love without feeling overwhelmed by the constant pressures that 
they face, but when handled properly by everyone involved, those pressures can 
be managed.

Many pressure points for athletes
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by Savannah Schultis

Unless you’ve been living under a rock, you’ve 
probably heard of TikTok. Launched in 2016, Tik-
Tok has easily become one of the most popular social 
media apps of our generation. It features an endless 
amount of short videos, ranging from comedy, TV 
shows, sports, politics, and celebrities. You can find 
practically anything on the app. If you can’t find it, 
you can create it.

I downloaded TikTok in 2019, but then I deleted 
it during the summer of 2020. Six months later, I de-
cided to redownload it for the new year because I felt 
like I was missing out. Another six months passed by 
and I deleted the app again, and I am happy to say I 
haven’t gone back since.

If you ask anyone who has the app, they’ll tell 
you it’s addictive. TikTok is not just one of those 
apps that you use every so often, it’s one of those 
apps that once you go on, you’re scrolling for hours.

The reason TikTok engages your mind so much 
is because of how simple it is. As soon as you open 
the app, you’re presented with a video on your “for 
you” page. The name is very fitting because, through 
an algorithm that collects data from you and other 
users, the app decides what videos you’ll want to 
watch. 

Whenever you stumble across a video that you 
enjoy, it can release a small amount of dopamine, or 
the “feel-good” hormone, into your brain. This acts 
as a reward that subconsciously encourages you to 
keep scrolling until you find another video that en-
tertains you, a psychological idea known as “random 
reinforcement.”

In addition, there are even minuscule features 
to the app that users probably wouldn’t even think 
about. For example, every TikTok video shows how 
many likes and comments it has. Humans naturally 

value the opinions of others, so you are more likely 
to watch a video that has a lot of likes or comments. 
There’s also a lot of familiarity with the app for its 
users, such as popular songs/sounds, dances, trends, 
filters, etc.

I always knew TikTok wasn’t good for me. I 
would come home from school and immediately go 
on it, spending two hours scrolling and making point-
less videos. I would waste so much time in internet 
rabbit holes where I would find a video, check the 
comment section, then click on another profile and 
start all over again. I worried too much about what 
other people were doing. I compared myself to a per-
sona created on the internet.

Most TikTok users document the good parts of 
their life by showing themselves when they look good 
or when they’re with their friends. Who wouldn’t? I 
know social media is very superficial so people can 
display whatever side they want the world to see, but 
I had a difficult time reminding myself of that.

Social media “influencers” who have gained 
fame from the app are most guilty of this. Based on 
an algorithm, TikTok has made these average people 
famous for doing absolutely nothing. I know it’s not 
their fault, and I give influencers credit for building 
their brand after they receive fame, but I think it’s 
crazy that some pay so much attention to these peo-
ple who have no significance to their life.

TikTok also enforces unrealistic beauty stan-
dards. I always remembered seeing girls on my “for 
you” page who embodied those standards, and it 
often left me feeling insecure. Whenever I posted 
TikToks that I felt good in, I based my confidence 
on how many comments the video got. If only one 
person commented that I looked nice, it took away 
from the positive self-image I previously had in my 
head. I would compare that to the twenty comments 
someone else got and question my worth.

I know there are plenty of positive accounts and 
creative ways you can use TikTok, but for me, the 
negatives outweigh the positives. The app didn’t in-
spire me and I firmly believe I would be in a worse 
place mentally if I still had it. People will tell me, “I 
could never live without TikTok,” but you can.

As mentioned earlier, seeing TikToks you like 
on your “for you” page can release a small amount 
of dopamine in your brain, acting as a mini reward. 
When you get rid of that stimulus, or delete the app, 
your brain can experience stress or anxiety, often 
about missing out. I experienced this for about a 
week after deleting the app. However, that feeling 
went away very quickly and now I never have the 
urge to use the app.

There are strategies such as limiting your time 
on a certain app, not interacting with negativity, and 
ignoring the numbers. However, these can all be dif-
ficult to achieve, so I just decided to delete the prob-
lem overall.

Deleting TikTok has been a great decision for me
I always knew TikTok 
wasn’t good for me. I 
would come home from 
school and immediately 
go on it, spending two 
hours scrolling and 
making pointless videos…
I worried too much about 
what other people were 
doing.

by Julia Barbati 

Throughout the past few years, many 
have been making headway into improv-
ing our environment and making con-
scious decisions to achieve this. Earlier 
this month, Pittsburgh City Council made 
a decision to attempt to reduce waste in 
the city.

The Council passed the legislation of 
“banning” plastic bags with a substitute of 
paper or option of a reusable bag. While 
the ideals behind this plan are right-mind-
ed, it may create more problems than an-
ticipated.

The “ban” is  truly more like an op-
tion. While at checkout, businesses will offer a paper bag instead of plastic to 
carry items in. While this may appeal to the general public, the fee may quickly 
change some minds. Each bag comes with a ten cent fee, and while this doesn’t 
seem like much, it can quickly add up.

This ten cent fee is implemented due to the fact that paper bags will be more 
expensive to purchase than plastic, which is understandable, but will make less 
people want to make the change.

Along with this option, plastic bags will automatically be used for heavier 
goods such as fruits, vegetables, and packaged items, according to the Post-Ga-
zette. The rest of the items will either be put into a paper or reusable bag if the 

customer provides it.
Is this truly a “ban” if plastic will 

still be frequently used, just in a small-
er amount? It is evident that there is a 
change trying to be made for the better, 
and that should not go unrecognized, but 
the execution of the plan isn’t that great.

Yes, pollution from plastic bags is 
a major issue and causes an extreme 
amount of unnecessary pollution, but in 
order to make a larger change, plastic 
bags should not be the only targeted is-
sue.

Small steps towards sustainabil-
ity are still progress and the pollution 
throughout the Pittsburgh area will be 

reduced, but it will be occurring at a slower rate than what is needed due to the 
fact that the legislation is not truly banning plastic bags from being used.

With the way our planet is quickly declining, there is no time to waste in 
making more conscious and sustainable choices. If changes are going to be im-
plemented, they need to have quick results and visible progress. This means get-
ting rid of the things that are making our communities decline, not allowing them 
to be an option.

While the plastic bag “ban” has good intentions to help the environment, 
there are many ways that this plan will not work out as anticipated and we will be 
back to square one on what to do to urgently save our planet from the destruction 
we have caused.

Plastic bag “ban” well intended, but more needs to be done

OPINIONS
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by Dominic DiTommaso

The bus was unusually warm in the late after-
noon of Tuesday, May 28, 2019. It was housing the 
Shaler Area boys baseball team, who had just come 
off an 8-1 clubbing of Laurel Highlands to capture 
the Class 5A WPIAL baseball championship, the first 
title won by the Titans in 20 years. Toward the front 
of the bus sat coach Brian Junker, who started getting 
motion sickness the more the bus rumbled on.

When his phone rang, Junker initially knew he 
would not feel like talking, but when he saw the call-
er ID, Junker realized that not answering was out of 
the question. He had to pick up.

Jerry Matulevic was on the line.
“Coach Matulevic was watching the game on-

line and waited until he figured we were on the bus 
ride home,” Junker said. “He was very excited and 
proud of us. We normally talk about once a month so 
I wasn’t surprised by the call.”

Matulevic proceeded to congratulate Junker and 
his team on accomplishing something that hadn’t 
been achieved since Matulevic was the coach back in 
1999: winning a WPIAL title.

That 1999 boys baseball team went 23-5, win-
ning the WPIAL Championship game before losing 
the PIAA Championship game. It was Matulevic’s 
second-greatest squad that he coached, but it was his 
greatest team that helped put him and Shaler baseball 
on the map. The 1980 Shaler Area baseball team is 
the group that every Shaler Area baseball team since 
it has been compared to. It is the greatest team in 
Shaler Area history.

The Titans were loaded and would end up with 
six players going on to play professional sports (five 
baseball, one football). Wayne Shuckert (White Sox), 
Doug Maggio (Phillies), Rich Schlieper (Blue Jays), 
Matt Stennett (Astros), Chip Peluso (Royals) and 
Ken Karcher (Denver Broncos), who assistant coach 
Dave Fortun called the best athlete on the team.

Six more players went on to play NCAA Divi-
sion I baseball (Kevin Walsh at Kent State, Eddie 
Bodnar at Pitt, Tim Kotkiewicz at Yale, Tom Weider 
at Maryland and Rich Schlieper at WVU), with three 
players (Kotkiewicz, Stennett, and Karcher) playing 
NCAA Division I football.

Schukert and Maggio were both selected in the 
first nine rounds of the MLB Draft, and were set to 
sign with their pro teams once the Shaler season end-
ed. They couldn’t wait to begin their Major League 
journeys, but had business to take care of in high 
school before they did.

One of the downsides of playing baseball in the 
late twentieth century is that facilities weren’t the 
best, and certainly weren’t what they are now.

“We didn’t have the fabulous fields or training 
facilities that are around today,” Miller recollected. 
“We would practice on the basketball gym floor until 
there was a day we could get outside. That meant it 
was above freezing and the parking lot was clear for 
us to field ground balls and fly balls. On game days, 
we had a tool shed in our locker room with rakes and 
brooms for us to get the field ready. There was also a 
local lumber yard that would save sawdust for us to 
use after it rained. I guess field dry wasn’t invented 
yet.”

Despite the poor facilities and maintenance work 
that needed done, Shaler was presenting perhaps the 
best team in the state that year, and went into the sea-
son with championship aspirations.

For a group that has been heralded as “the great-
est WPIAL team ever”, the 1980 Titan baseball sea-
son did not start out as planned.

Shaler began that year’s campaign with a 5-3 re-
cord, and it appeared a team that headed into that sea-
son with championship hopes might not even make 
the postseason.

“We started okay,” remembers Fortun, “but then 
got hot.”

“Shaler was known for many years to be one of 
the best-run baseball programs in western Pennsyl-
vania,” John Miller, one of the members of the team, 

said. “We weren’t cocky, but we did feel that our 
team was going to carry on the tradition.”

After losing three of their first eight games, the 
Titans would go on to win every single game the 
rest of the season. Shaler went 25-0 following their 
5-3 start, and finished the season with a 30-3 record. 
They outscored opponents 218-53.

“As players, we didn’t look forward in the sched-
ule (one game at a time),” Miller said. “We played the 
other team as best we could.  If there was foresight in 
our future opponents, that was the coach’s decision 
to have us ready. What made it so impressive was the 
fact that our opponents always put their best pitcher 
on the mound to face us.”

So the Titans entered the postseason following 
maybe their best regular season in program history, 
and ready to win their first WPIAL championship in 
16 years and their first state title ever.

For the first and only time in PIAA history, the 
baseball playoffs in 1980 followed the college foot-
ball format.

That year, 16 teams went to Shippensburg Uni-
versity on a Sunday and competed in what was a 
double-elimination format. Teams were eliminated 
when they suffered their second defeat, meaning as 
long as you won, you kept playing. You had five days 
to get five victories, and if you did you were PIAA 
state champs.

“When the playoffs came around, we knew we 
had something special going on and we just kept roll-
ing along,” Miller recalled. “Pitching, hitting and de-
fense were exceptional.”

During the WPIAL playoffs, Shaler cruised, 
beating their three opponents by a combined score of 
26-1 to win the 1980 WPIAL championship.

During the PIAA tournament, the Titans stayed 
in Shippensburg University dorms, but they played 
more like a pro baseball team than a college squad.

Shaler began its state championship quest against 
Bedford, and made quick work of the Bisons in a 
16-0 rout. Pennsbury was next, and suffered the same 
fate with an 8-4 loss to the WPIAL champs.

The third game of the tournament turned out to 
be the toughest, with the Titans scheduled to face the 
reigning PIAA state champions State College.

The Titans started slowly, and found themselves 
in an early 2-0 hole. They came back to lead by a run 
in the sixth inning, but State College tied the game 
3-3. In the bottom of the seventh, the final inning 

unless the game remained tied and headed to extras, 
Maggio got a sacrifice fly allowing a run to score and 
the Titans to win 4-3, dethroning the reigning state 
champs.

“Each game was planned out to perfection by 
our coaches,” Miller said. “Even though that was our 
closest game, we still expected to win.”

Miller expanded on that thought and mentioned 
how crucial the coaching staff was that year to the 
team’s success.

“We had the best coaching staff,” Miller declared. 
“[Coach Matulevic] and [Coach Fortun] taught us 
more than just baseball strategy. They taught us that 
talent can only take you so far. Teamwork, discipline 
and preparation are the skills that will help you suc-
ceed in life. Work hard for what you want. Sacrifice 
individual needs for the team.”

The next day’s matchup wasn’t as challenging 
with Shaler scoring nine runs against Whitehall and 
winning by three. The Shaler Area Titans were head-
ed to the PIAA State Championship game.

The matchup was to be held at Fairchild Field, 
one of the ballparks at Shippensburg University. An 
oddity of the park was that it did not feature an out-
field wall in right field, and what stood was an ivy-
covered hill deep beyond the outfield boundary. What 
happened if a ball wound up lost in the ivy? Would it 
be considered a ground-rule double or a home run?

Hours before the game was set to begin, Coach 
Matulevic was talking to the umpires and asked what 
would happen if that scenario took place.

The umpires calmly told Matulevic not to worry 
because balls never ended up in the ivy. It was too far 
away and the hill wouldn’t come into play.

The Titans were playing Coughlin, who did not 
score in the top of the first. Batting for the first time, 
Shaler’s leadoff hitter stepped up to the plate and 
launched a ball deep into right field, over the out-
fielder’s head, into the ivy. Coughlin’s right fielder 
couldn’t find the ball, and without a rule on what to 
do in this situation, Shaler’s leadoff hitter made his 
way around the diamond and scored to put the Titans 
on top 1-0.

Perhaps it was meant-to-be, perhaps it was luck, 
or maybe the 1980 Titans were just that good. What-
ever the case, it carried Shaler through the rest of the 
game and to a 5-2 victory, giving the Titans their first 

1980 baseball — the greatest Shaler Area team

The 1980 Shaler Area baseball team celebrates after a playoff game victory (Post-Gazette file photo)

cont. on page 11
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by Kamaria Mutadabur

Pennsylvania Senator Lindsey 
Williams and Secretary of Education 
Dr. Noe Ortega visited Shaler Area 
High School on April 19 to recognize 
students who advocated for the Penn-
sylvania Seal of Biliteracy. The Seal of 
Biliteracy is an award given to students 
who have attained intermediate to high 
proficiency levels in English as well 
as at least one other world language of 
their choosing.

All members of the Japanese Na-
tional Honors Society wrote letters to 
the state officials for the last three years 
in order to advocate for the Seal. How-
ever, only twelve letters were read and 
acknowledged by Senator Williams 
who in turn informed Dr. Ortega.

“Senator Williams is a big sup-
porter of the community. I got the im-
pression that she likes to see the com-
munity try to further benefit itself and I 
respect both of them (Senator Williams 
and Dr. Ortega),”  Japanese teacher Mr. 
Steve Balsomico said.

Of the twelve of the students that 
attended, four spoke on why the Seal 
of Biliteracy and learning another 
language is important to them. The 
meeting consisted of other speakers 
from the district including superin-
tendent Dr. Sean Aiken, principal 
Dr. Timothy Royall, and language 
teacher Mr. Balsomico.

The Seal of Biliteracy highlights 
the achievements of students who 
have learned two or more languages 
and those who have taken it for at 
least four years. This could be done 
through language classes offered in 
school, community based language 
programs, or even life experiences. 
It has a plethora of benefits, such as 

standing out on transcripts, showcas-
ing foreign language capabilities that 
provide educational and employment 
opportunities, being a symbol of your 
accomplishments, and  demonstrating 

a willingness to learn.
“In a world that is becoming in-

creasingly globally dependent, we as 
a nation and as a people can’t afford 
to close our eyes and ears to the world 

around us. The first and 
most important step to-
wards knowing the world 
at large is to understand 
others’ culture and lan-
guage,” Mr. Balsomico 
said.

The criteria to earn 
the Seal for a native Eng-
lish speaker is to pass the 
English Keystone and a 
nationally recognized flu-
ency test that demonstrates 
competence for language. 
If you are a native speaker 
of a language other than 
English, then you just have 
to pass the English Key-
stone. With that being said, 
you do not have to be a na-

tive English speaker as the Seal is for 
all students learning two or more lan-
guages. It will go into effect in time for 
the graduating seniors of 2023.

This spectacular event didn’t just 
recognize the Seal of Biliteracy, but 
showcased how much change can be 
made through just pencil, paper, and 
most importantly, your voice, since the 
impetus for this event was the letter 
writing campaign of SAHS students.

“Anything is possible. Fight for 
what you believe in and know that your 
voice, beliefs, and opinions matter,” 
Dr. Aiken said.

This was not only the first time Dr. 
Ortega and Senator Williams have vis-
ited Shaler, but the first time many have 
even met the pair, who both serve im-
portant roles in the state government.

“Dr. Noe Ortega was extremely 
humble and passionate about educa-
tion, world language, interactions with 
students, and listening intently with the 
purpose of learning,”  Dr. Aiken said.

PA Secretary of Education Ortega, State Senator 
Williams visit SAHS to award Seal of Biliteracy
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by Alyssa Hillwig

Most of us have ideas of what it would be like to 
have enough money to do everything and anything 
we wanted in life without the worry of financial re-
percussions. The world where big ambitions are at-
tainable may not be the reality for most of us, but it is 
the world that businessman and entrepreneur Thomas 
Tull lives in. But it wasn’t always that way.

A man who grew up impoverished and was raised 
by a single mother, Tull’s life is much different since 
he was a child reading comic books and playing foot-
ball in upstate New York. A bright mind, Tull valued 
his education and engaged in any and all opportuni-
ties he could to learn something new.

“I was very fortunate, I think, to have an intel-
lectual curiosity and want to know the way the world 
worked and why things were the way they were—
from math and science to history. I think the art of 
storytelling and the power of mythology and narra-
tive is something that definitely has had an impact on 
me my entire life,” he said.

Although he lived a life that many did not con-
sider to be ideal, his upbringing instilled in him the 
values that shaped him such as his eagerness to learn 
to master personal growth and strength. 

“Circumstances provide an opportunity to have 
grit, to have resiliency, to learn to fail, to learn to cope 
with that, and to understand that sometimes you have 
to be comfortable being uncomfortable,” he said.

He also discovered that becoming a balanced and 
informed individual was an important aspect of being 
successful, and decided to 
push away from the life he 
was familiar with to create 
his own future.

“I was the first person 
in my family to go to col-
lege, and it changed every-
thing,” Tull said. “Educa-
tion is the great equalizer. 
Not only my education, 
but the expansion of my 
horizons and imagination 
about what was possible. 
That’s very, very important 
to me.”

After finally beginning 
to have “truthful, unfiltered 
conversations” with him-
self about his life and his 
future, Tull finally decided 
to start his entrepreneurial 
journey in an untraditional 
way; abandoning his origi-
nal plans of becoming a 
lawyer after college, he began by starting a chain of 
laundromats, where he notably employed innovative 
pricing techniques.

“Being a lawyer is about doing a ton of drafting 
and things that I think are more…tedious. And so I 
thought a lot about that and decided not to go that 
route,” he said. “The other thing I knew from a young 
age is I was unemployable. I couldn’t work for some-
body else. For right or for wrong it would be bad for 
them, bad for me.”

He was able to earn sufficient funds to complete-
ly change direction. Everything suddenly changed 

for him when he founded Legend-
ary Entertainment in 2005 to begin 
producing movies. For him, this 
was more than a new business ven-
ture, but an explorative breakthrough 
project into the world of media and 
film-making.

“The idea to start Legendary, 
even though I loved movies person-
ally, was really about finding an op-
portunity to launch a company that 
was financed in a different way and 
could draft off the economic system 
in Hollywood,” he said. 

This new project, which would 
eventually beome a large entity in 
the movie industry. It gave Tull the 
opportunity to explore the power of 
technology through a new lens, and 
brought to him a greater understand-
ing of his impact as a creator of digi-
tal media. Through the creation of 
movies like “42”, Tull was able to 
understand the importance of his role 
in the perception of viewers.

“The dichotomy of understanding 
that Hollywood and entertainment are not the same 
as curing cancer or being a teacher or being a fire-
man—it’s just not. However, the power of the media 
and the ability to create conversations and inspire 
people in some ways was incredible to me,” he said. 

His time producing some of the most well-known 
films of the current 
day was very re-
warding for him. He 
feels grateful for the 
positive reactions to 
his work and to see 
the at-one-point-
novices, like Chris-
topher Nolan, Brie 
Larson, and Chad-
wick Boseman, that 
he worked closely 
with, grow within 
the field.

“These were just 
ideas that we had, 
and now people are 
sitting here quoting 
it. Having a member 
of the military who 
happened to be on 
leave coming over 
to me and saying ‘I 
really appreciate the 
movie “300”. We 

watched that movie all the time and it inspired us,’” 
he said. “The other thing that was incredible is to see 
actors and directors that started off with you, really 
as unknowns, and watching that incredible arc when 
you know they’re talented.”

One of his great accomplishments in the movie 
industry, in his opinion, was in creating “The Dark 
Knight Rises”, where he was able to use the stadium 
of one of the sports teams he loved growing up—the 
Steelers—for a major scene within the movie.

“As soon as I was done [reading the script], when 
I read the stadium scene, I said ‘I know where we’re 

shooting this movie. We’re going to shoot it in Pitts-
burgh. The architecture is incredible, they’ve got 
these old gothic buildings that will fit perfectly, but 
more importantly, we have got to shoot this at our 
stadium.’”

Growing up, Tull was a huge fan of the Steelers. 
With the money to allow himself to indulge, he be-
came a minority owner of the team in 2009.

“I cannot tell you how incredible this whole jour-
ney has been,” he said. “My first year in the own-
ership group with the Rooneys we won the Super 
Bowl. It’s pretty incredible. Having a Super Bowl 
ring from the Steelers…you know, there is not a day 
that goes by that I am here that I don’t look at it to 
tell you the truth.”

His experience with the sport in his own child-
hood and his intimate connection with the team has 
allowed him to form lasting friendships within and 
outside of the team throughout the league, an aspect 
of his life that he cherishes significantly.

“It is an incredible privilege to be a part of some-
thing that you love,” he said. “I think I have a pretty 
remarkable relationship with the players because I 
played, not in the NFL, but I know football and can 
talk to them like that. It’s something that I treasure.”

Football is not the only sport that Tull has been 
heavily involved in during his life; baseball has also 
been a significant part of Tull’s life. He believes that 
it’s a sport that should be inclusive to everybody.

“I am on the Baseball Hall of Fame Board and 
the family foundation does quite a bit. I want inner-
city kids especially to play the game if they want to,” 
he said. 

Tull also had other aspirations growing up that he 
was able to transform into a reality. Throughout his 
life, he was a fan of music and considered himself to 
be an “old soul”. 

Inspired by artists like Chuck Berry, Muddy Wa-
ters, Lightnin Hopkins, and especially The Rolling 
Stones, Tull discovered his passion for performing 
after joining his band, Ghost Hounds, which has been 
an opening act for The Rolling Stones on two tours.

“When you get good enough that you can play 
in a band and you can sit there with other people and 

“I have a very different day-to-day 
experience than most folks”

“One of the things that’s     
super important to me is 
that I never miss one of the 
kids’ games, no matter what. 
I’m at probably 80% of their 
practices, and we have din-
ner at 6:00 each evening 
together, so I don’t do din-
ner meetings. I’ll tell them, 
‘I’ll meet you during the day, 
anything you want, but not 
in the evening. That’s the 
time for my kids.’”

From being a part of owner of the Steelers to consulting with US Miltary to being part of an 
opening act for the Rolling Stones to being a board member of places such as Yellowstone 
National Park, MIT, and the Baseball Hall of Fame to bringing “The Dark Knight Rises” to 
Pittsburgh to trying to be a great dad to his kids, Thomas Tull has plenty of stories to share

Thomas Tull
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make music, there is just something incredibly cool 
about that and that feeling has never gone away,” he 
said.

For Tull, composing music and piecing every-
thing together to transform his inner vision into a 
reality was a meticulous process, but something he 
found himself enjoying, especially once the final 
product had finally come together.

“Being in the studio and wrestling with an album 
and trying to make it sound exactly how I wanted it 
to, which is something that I loved on our last album 
that came out, which was the satisfaction of listening 
to it and saying that is exactly what was in my head I 
heard that exact thing and there it is—it’s incredible,” 
he said.

Creating and performing music with his friends 
isn’t only a fun experience, but it’s a release for him,

“I write all our songs. I love that. I love writing 
something…having an idea and writing it out, and 
the next thing you know, we are playing in front of 
60,000 people and they are excited about something 
that we wrote. It’s a really great experience.”

He also has been very involved with conser-
vation efforts and the national parks system in our 
country, and has contributed a significant amount of 
both monetary and social support for the ecosystems 
and the environment with his involvement with Yel-
lowstone National Park and helping to recover the 
wolf and grizzly bear populations in the region.

“I love animals, so the conservation of our plan-
et, of our animals, of our land and of our ecosystems 
is important to me,” he said. “I started off by being 
philanthropic and giving donations, which then es-
calated to being asked to serve on the board. Really, 
it’s thinking about, in this day and age, how will you 
continue the legacy of that park and the preservation 
of it which is really a microcosm to me of what we 
need to do with our planet.”

A believer in climate change, Tull often wor-
ries and urges his friends to be more mindful of the 
changing condition of the world around them, hoping 
to make a change while we are at the point where we 
can still recover and heal the planet.

“It’s something that I tell my most conservative 
friends that you may not believe in climate change, 
but it believes in you. It’s coming whether you like 
it or not, and I think it’s something we have to cope 
with,” he said. 

In contrast to his love of nature and the environ-
ment, Tull is also very invested in the technological 
side of the world; with his company Tulco, he is able 
to aid smaller companies in many industries by pro-
viding them the tools they need for growth including 
tools using articifical intelligence. 

As artificial intelligence becomes more promi-
nent and begins to “permeate every aspect of our 
life and economy”, Tull has expanded his experience 
with technology far beyond himself and the company 
and has become active in protecting the responsibil-
ity behind its usage. Not only has he participated on 
the board at MIT, but he has also been asked to join 
a global task force at Oxford University “for respon-
sible usage of artificial intelligence”.

“Doing it responsibly and thinking about the im-
plications of it are important along the way,” he said. 
“I think that it’s incredibly powerful what you can 
do with a person and machine interface in terms of 
getting results and force multiplying, and at the same 
time, I think we have to be thoughtful about it.”

His attention has been specifically drawn to the 
military and creating devices that are able to protect 
our country in a more controlled way against other 
nations, especially in the wake of global conflicts 
such as the one with Russia and Ukraine.

“I’m spending a fair amount of time with our 
government, specifically our military, on how to piv-
ot our armed services into a more technological for-
ward-leaning position. And as much as I would love 
to live in a world where we don’t have to think about 
armed conflict, and we don’t have to think about the 
United States being able and needed to project power 
in other areas in the world to keep bad actors from 
doing bad things, that is not the world we live in,” 

he said. 
The development of robots, both for national 

defense purposes and for more mundane tasks like 
driving, has been something that Tull has been heav-
ily involved in as well, as he has employed his tech-
nological expertise to learn more about and help to 
create these pieces of technology.

“They have one, it’s a four-legged robot that has 
military usage. And they are just starting to experi-
ment with arming it, and I 
think once you arm a drone 
or a robot and you give it the 
ability to make a decision 
on violence, you’ve crossed 
a chasm,” he said. “At that 
point we have to be really, 
really thoughtful about what 
that looks like. I think it is 
inevitable, These days are 
coming.”

He is not singularly fo-
cused on the military. One 
of the industries that he has 
been able to support with his 
holding company is scrubs 
and medical health wear, 
which is what FIGS, a com-
pany devoted towards comfortable and fashionable 
workwear, does. 

“We built them a machine learning platform that 
allowed them to have a huge repository of data and 
to do what we call intelligent fulfillment, using AI 
for being able to route things, supply chain, all these 
other different things,” he said. “At the end of the 
day, what also won me over was that I was just ask-
ing around and performing diligence, I asked a few 
doctors and friends they were like ‘this is the greatest 
thing that has ever happened to me.’ They say, ‘These 
are comfortable, they are hygienic. I look cooler, they 
are fashionable. This changed my life,’ and I thought 
that’s really interesting.”

Through his help and the innovation of the wom-
en behind the company, FIGS has been a massive 
success within its industry, and Tull is very proud to 
have been able to aid in building up the company to 
what it is today.

“It was amazing to watch these two women and 
their team just execute every step of the way. We just 
added two board members, so it’s kind of big news: 
Jeff Wilke, who was the president of Amazon, and 
AG Lafley, who ran Procter & Gamble. So they just 
added two amazing people to their board of direc-
tors, and as their largest shareholder I’m very proud 
of them,” he said.

Being involved in so many prominent businesses 
has created another challenge for Tull: keeping a bal-
ance between his personal life and businesses.

“I have now narrowed it all down. I have gone 
off a bunch of boards. I’m on the Smithsonian board, 

Yellowstone National Park, Baseball Hall of Fame, 
MIT, and Carnegie Mellon, and I’ve tried to say each 
one of those is important and important to me,” Tull 
said. 

One thing that he is completely adamant about 
is ensuring that he has enough time to spend with his 
family.

“One of the things that’s super important to me 
is that I never miss one of the kids’ games, no mat-
ter what. I’m at probably 80% of their practices, and 
we have dinner at 6:00 each evening together, so I 
don’t do dinner meetings. I’ll tell them, ‘I’ll meet 
you during the day, anything you want, but not in the 
evening. That’s the time for my kids,’” he said. “I do 
whatever it takes, and in baseball, umpires or oppos-
ing coaches will come over to me and say ‘What are 
you doing here? I can’t believe you’re here, you’re 
coaching, that seems weird.’ I’m like, ‘Where else 
would I be?’ I mean this is the most important thing 
in the world to me.”

His children are, in his mind, the most impor-
tant part of his life, so raising them in a completely 
different environment than he grew up in has been 
a surreal experience for Tull, who wants to protect 
his children from experiencing the same childhood 
that he did while still instilling in them the values of 
respect and kindness. 

“We talk a fair amount about having your feet on 
the ground, about how we’re going to treat others, 
and that we’re no better or no worse,” he said. “One 
of the things I tell people is that when I’m out in the 
world, you can tell an awful lot about someone’s 
character by observing how they treat people they 

don’t have to be nice to.”
A “huge proponent of 

being inclusive and of being 
kind and understanding”, he 
focuses on creating a learn-
ing environment for his kids 
where they can understand 
the impact of their behavior 
and treat the people around 
them with the same friendli-
ness and care that they have 
been treated with.

“They’re around profes-
sional athletes all the time 
and they’ve met a bunch of 
famous people. They have 
all that, but one of the things 
that I’m more proud of them 

than anything else is how often teachers, strangers, 
and people we know will tell me that they’re incred-
ibly respectful and kind. That’s what I’m striving for. 
I think about it a lot,” Tull said.

As a parent, it’s his job to make sure that in rais-
ing children in an environment that would be com-
pletely unfamiliar to him as a child, he is able to in-
still the same values that he learned through several 
hardships while allowing them to explore the world 
and create their own future.

“I have a very different day to day experience 
than most folks and I’m aware that. There’s a respon-
sibility that comes with having children. I’m not go-
ing to do things on purpose that are artificial adver-
sity or something, but at the same time, I want them 
to remain grounded and understand that they should 
neither be proud of or ashamed of (their life situa-
tion) —they just showed up,” he said. “So, it’s their 
journey and what they choose to do with their lives, 
all I want to do is equip them with the education.” 

With both his children and himself, Tull puts a 
lot of emphasis on the ability of human beings to 
choose their own path, and strongly encourages ev-
erybody to learn from their mistakes and find where 
their passions lie instead of just forcing themselves to 
be content with the circumstances. 

“You have to follow your path and I think if you 
confine yourself to the things that motivate you or 
that are truly important to you, you’re going to fulfill 
whatever that that is, not because of your parents or 

“I have a very different day-to-day experience than most folks”

“I recognize everyday 
in my life, not just how 
fortunate I am, but the 
experiences that I am 
having. I have once-in-
a-lifetime experiences 
often and I am aware of 
that and I am apprecia-
tive of it. “

from pg 8

Thomas Tull and Christian Bale (Dave Allocca/Startraksphoto.com)

Cont. on page 13
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by Rebecca Beckas

Junior Lauren Lorenz and sophomore Max Mil-
ligan will be representing Shaler Area at this year’s 
PMEA All-State Choir.

Each year, the Pennsylvania Music Educators 
Association (PMEA), holds a music festival for stu-
dents around the state. PMEA is a nonprofit organi-
zation that promotes music education, learning, and 
performance in schools and communities. 

Thousands of students participate every year, 
auditioning for their district chorus. Those who rank 
the highest then advance to PMEA Region Chorus, 
competing against the student musicians from other 
PMEA regions. From there, the highest ranking mu-
sicians qualify to perform in one of six Pennsylvania 
All-State music ensembles.

“District Choir was eye-opening for me… after 
singing my music with that group of people, I knew I 
wanted to make it far. I’ve never worked with a choir 
with this much technique, determination, and overall 
kindness than this one. The director was awesome 
and shaped up a choir who just met into a college-
level choir in less than 24 hours,”    Milligan said.

Students had to start preparing for their auditions 
for District Chorus back in November, and now, four 
months later, Lorenz and Milligan are preparing for 
the All-State Conference at Pocono Mountain East 
High School April 6-8. 

At this conference, they will have the opportu-
nity to work with renowned conductor Dr. Amelia 
Garbisch from Bloomsburg University.

“States auditions were a lot more stressful. They 
took place during a busy time (we were preparing for 
the musical), so it was overwhelming at times. We 
spent a lot of class time practicing and perfecting our 
auditions. It was a long week of waiting after send-
ing in the audition. When the list came out, I was so 
excited to see that I was accepted,” Lorenz said.

Making it this far in the PMEA Choral Ensemble 
is an honor for musicians. It is the equivalent to a 
sports team winning a state championship. These 

musicians are among the top vocalists in the state of 
Pennsylvania. All-State Choir brings together 240 
vocalists from across Pennsylvania.

“Lauren and Max worked extremely hard to 
prepare their auditions. Their talent, hard work, and 
dedication have allowed them to achieve this honor. 
They now, deservedly, join a very small, prestigious 
group of all-state musicians from Shaler Area High 
School,” choir director Mrs. Kristin Tepshich said.

Two students selected to represent SA at State Choir

by Savannah Schultis 

After two school years of cancellations and draw-
backs, Shaler Area High School is finally returning to 
normalcy with its end-of-the-year celebrations for se-
niors: senior dinner and prom.

Senior dinner was previously held at the Mt. Troy 
Ballroom, but they no longer rent out. Instead, this 
year, it took place on The Empress from the Gateway 
Clipper Fleet on Thursday, May 5. This is the first year 
it was held on one of the Pittsburgh-based riverboats 
in place of the removal of after-prom. The boat that we 
usually rented for after-prom, The Majestic, is no lon-
ger in commission and the Gateway Clipper’s maxi-
mum capacity boat is 350. 

In addition to the change in location, senior dinner 
on the Gateway Clipper included a DJ for the first time 
ever so students could dance after eating and watching 
the beloved hypnotist. 

“I thought the senior dinner was really nice and I 
loved getting to see everyone in the grade come togeth-
er and have fun! My favorite part was sitting on the 
rooftop, watching the city light up at night. I’m really 
thankful I got to have this experience!” Senior Jenna 
Masucci said.

Activities director Mrs. Mindy Thiel hopes to do senior dinner on the Gate-
way Clipper again in the future. 

“I thought it went really well. Any senior that I’ve talked to said that they had 
a really good time. I liked that there was a variety of things to do— whether you 
mingled, went up to the top deck, or stayed on the dance floor,” she said. 

Prom, which will take place on Friday, May 27, will be held at the Sheraton 
Hotel in Station Square, as usual. The theme will be “One Enchanted Evening” 
with the colors consisting of sage green, purple, and gold. One of the differences, 
of course, is that there will be no after-prom.

After-prom was a Shaler Area tradition that normally consisted of a photo 

booth, airbrush tattoo artists, licensed psychics, a balloon artist, and a caricature 
artist. This year, they will be bringing all of those vendors to prom. Thiel sees 
this as a great idea because “there’s so much more to do if you don’t just want to 
dance.”

This combination of prom and after-prom had its trial run last year and turned 
out to be a success. Also, similar to previous years (except last year), seniors are 
allowed to bring guests from other schools or class of 2021 graduates. Under-
classmen are also allowed to come if they are invited by a senior.

Although there have been a few changes to the end-of-year senior celebra-
tions, there is still a lot of excitement and anticipation that these changes are for 
the best.

Class of 2022 hoping Prom goes as well as Senior Dinner

Junior Lauren Lorenz and sophomore Max Milligan
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Senior Staff

state championship.
The Titans closed out the PIAA tournament 

outscoring their opponents 42-15, and won all their 
playoff games in 1980 by a combined score of 68-16.

“We never lost [in the PIAA tournament], stayed 
in the winner’s bracket and had to only play once 
a day,” Fortun remembers. “Other teams ran out of 
pitching, playing multiple games, but we did not.”

Because of the date the championship game, the 
seniors on the team missed graduation night. Their 
commencement ceremony was missed, but they 
gifted the district with their most storied sports sea-
son. As Fortun noted, missing the event was “a small 
price to pay” for a PIAA championship.

“Our seniors were a dedicated bunch of ball 
players,” Miller said. “I don’t think any of them even 
thought about missing graduation.”

Following their magical 1980 season, Shal-
er went 29-2 in 1981 and would repeat as WPIAL 
champs behind many of the players from the previ-
ous year.

In 2002, the 1980 Shaler baseball team was in-
ducted into the Shaler Area Athletic Hall of Fame in 
the Hall’s second year of existence. “The 1980 Shal-

er Area Varsity Baseball Team was perhaps the most 
dominating baseball team in the history of Shaler 
Area,” read part of the team’s bio. Six years later, the 
bunch was inducted into the WPIAL Hall of Fame.

“It was a great accomplishment for our team, the 
school and the many loyal fans that cheered us on 
throughout the season [to be inducted into the Hall 
of Fames],” Miller said. “It’s nice to know that that 
special season will always be remembered.”

To this day, the 1980 team is still discussed 
around Shaler’s baseball program, and Junker will 
mention that year’s group from time to time.

“We bring up the ‘80 state team all the time,” 
Junker said. “Tom Gralewski was very close in age 
with all of those players and I was with Jerry Mat-
ulevic for 25 years (ten as a player/camper and 15 
coaching at his camp). So we have heard all of their 
stories and we share thoughts about that team often. 
In my opinion it helps to keep a strong culture of hard 
work and discipline on and off the field. Which in 
turn brings lots of wins. Naturally our goal is to join 
that ‘80 team with a state championship of our own.”

Outside of the Shaler baseball team itself, Matu-
levic’s 1980 group is one that resonates throughout 

the district.
“The 1980 Shaler baseball team was a team that 

would not be denied,” Miller said. “We were a team 
that was prepared for anything. A team that didn’t 
make mental mistakes. Whatever it took, we got the 
job done by the end of the game.”

Matulevic would go on to be inducted into the 
Western Pennsylvania Hall of Fame and the Pitt 
Sports Hall of Fame, and has been the recipient of 
two Commonwealth of Pennsylvania House of Rep-
resentatives Citations for Baseball Coaching Excel-
lence. He has also been recognized in the Pennsylva-
nia High School Sports Record Book of Excellence 
in Coaching. Shaler Area’s baseball field, Matulevic 
Field, bears his name.

“Matulveic was one of the greatest coaches in 
WPIAL baseball history … You could make an argu-
ment for his 1980 team being the best in WPIAL his-
tory,” stated a 2019 Pittsburgh Post-Gazette article.

Forty-two years removed, that sentiment still 
holds true, just as the memories from that year, 
passed on by players and coaches through the gen-
erations. Through all of them, the fable will continue 
to grow — almost like ivy.

The greatest Shaler Area team from page 6
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Get a glimpse  
of Redhawk life.

(Summer Sneak Peek)

June 7 & 23  |  July 13 & 25 
5:30-7:30 p.m. 

Students who tour campus automatically receive a 
$250 award applied to their first semester tuition!

Register at laroche.edu/sneakpeek
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by Andrew Deal

Jason Mackey grew up in Pittsburgh and went 
to Brentwood High School with hopes of becom-
ing a high school math teacher. However, when he 
went to college at Westminster, where he played 
baseball, he found himself interested in Broadcast 
Communications. Mackey’s journey in the broad-
cast and journalism industry was under way.

Mackey started off his career with a small 
newspaper company in Northern Virginia covering 
high school sports. This is nothing out of the ordi-
nary for the start of a journalist’s career.

“I would recommend covering high school 
sports when coming right out of college. It is so 
important to be able to know how to cover high 
school sports,” Mackey said.

That would lead him to larger stages in the 
sports world. He worked for The Connection, a 
slightly bigger newspaper company in Northern 
Virginia, before he moved back to Pittsburgh and 
picked up a small gig with the Tribune-Review.

In 2016, he then was promoted to the number 
one beat writer covering the Penguins at the Pitts-
burgh Post-Gazette. For Mackey, it was a weird and 
uncomfortable transition since he grew up playing 
baseball and loving it, and covering a different sport 
was something that he had to get used to.

Growing up, Mackey was not a major fan of 
the Penguins. He liked them because they were the 
hometown team, but hockey wasn’t something that 
he paid attention to. This made it easier for him to 
be able to write for a team that he grew up watching.

“If the Penguins lost I wasn’t mad, if they won 
I wasn’t happy. I wanted to write a good story. I 
didn’t want games to go long. There would be some 
day where I would hate the Penguins because it was 
work,” Mackey said.

As the main beat writer of the Pittsburgh Pen-
guins in 2016, Mackey was tasked with covering a 
future Stanley Cup winning team. This obviously 
gave him more publicity and helped him through his 
first year.

In fact, a lasting memory during his time as the 
Penguins writer came on the night the Pens clinched 
the Stanley Cup in Nashville. Mackey was sitting in 
the press box of Bridgestone Arena watching a fairly 
defensive game with the score being tied 0-0 enter-
ing the 3rd period.

By this time, he would typically have his story 
mostly written. However, with no idea what the out-
come would be, he had to improvise.

“Obviously I had prepared for that. I wrote a ver-
sion that had the Penguins winning the Stanley Cup. 
But, had I not, that would have been very scary,” 

Mackey said.
He ultimately ended up starting a story of the 

Penguins winning the Stanley Cup and the Penguins 
losing Game 6. It is more frequent that something 
like this happens when writing on deadline. Mackey 
has had to “make up” stories that tell multiple out-
comes so that he is able to meet his deadline.

With 1:35 left in the 3rd period, Patrick Horn-
qvist banked a shot from behind the net off the back 
of Pekka Rinne and into the net to give the Pens 
the lead and the first goal of the game. The media 
room went into a frenzy and he took his Stanley Cup 
Champion story and started to add on to it creating 
the eventual story that went live on the Post-Gazette 
website hours later. After the game, Mackey found 
himself on to the ice as the team celebrated.

“That night and that time was just seared in 
my memory. Just thinking about being on the ice in 
Nashville. You look over and there is Mario. You 
look elsewhere, and there’s Murray and Fleury, or 
Sullivan with his dad,” Mackey said.

Following the game and the excitement, Mackey 
still had to do his job.

“It was me, Sam Werner, Sean Gentille, and we 
just stayed up all night, writing stuff. I wrote one sto-
ry, and I’m texting with Sam and Sean, and we just 
cranked out a bunch of stories,” Mackey said.

Mackey would go on to write for the Penguins 
for another three years, building up a huge network 
and set of connections. However, in 2018, Mackey 
made the difficult decision to switch to the Pirates 
beat writer. By doing this, he lost every resource he 
had from writing for the Penguins and had to start 
from scratch.

“It’s very hard. It caused me a lot of stress 
changing beats. It’s something I had not fully 
thought through. Did I realize I would lose ev-
erything I had with (former GM) Jim [Ruther-
ford]? No.”

What helped Mackey is the fact that the 
Pirates hired a new group of front office peo-
ple who came in right around the same time he 
switched over.

“This group is very open to the media. 
That wasn’t the case with the last group. The 
last group was rough,” Mackey said. “It was 
hard because everything I knew was gone,” 
Mackey said when talking about the transition.

One of the connections Mackey lost was 
former Penguins GM Jim Rutherford.

“A lot of building a connection is based on 
trust. He got to trust me and I got to trust him. 
He would learn that he could tell me things 
and I wouldn’t report them. Jim used me for 
things that benefited him, but I benefited from 

it too. With Jim you recognize what he was try-
ing to do. He never lied, he always said things that 
would be his intent,” Mackey said.

Mackey also built working relationships with 
players. He reflected on some of those that he found 
most enjoyable to talk to .

“(Sidney) Crosby is on there, Marc-Andre Fleu-
ry, you could even throw Matt Cullen on to that list. 
You’re looking for players that will answer your 
questions honestly, and give you context that you 
wouldn’t otherwise get,” Mackey said.

Mackey had a clear favorite: Crosby.
“He’s the most accessible superstar in the world. 

He’ll stay for 30 minutes after most games just talk-
ing, creating a conversation with people,” he said.

One of his most memorable stories came from a 
trip to visit Crosby’s home in Canada in the summer.

“Going up and hanging out with Sid for a couple 
of days was the coolest thing that I’ve done in my 
career,” Mackey said.

He has not covered any championship teams 
with the Pirates, yet, but he knows it will be quite a 
story if that happens.

“People care about the Pirates. There’s an appe-
tite for this. It’s a really cool baseball town. It will be 
a lot of fun if the Pirates start to succeed on the field,” 
Mackey said.

He fully believes that once the core of young 
guys comes up, the Pirates will start to spend more 
money on payroll. If they want to rush the rebuild, 
they may have to find some hidden gems, like they 
did in 2013-2015 with players like AJ Burnett, Fran-
cisco Liriano and Russell Martin, when they reached 
the Wild Card game three years in a row.

Mackey living the dream of covering his hometown teams

Jason Mackey 

friends or anybody,” he said.
As a prominent, wealthy person 

with a lot of responsibility, he  under-
stands that the life he leads is not for 
everybody, a lesson that he primarily 
learned from his childhood friend.

“He came to L.A. to visit me and 
he got to go to a movie premiere, 
meet some movie stars, I took him to 
a Dodgers game, he went out on the 
field, he did all these things, and he was 
with me for two days and in the back 
of my mind I’m thinking, ‘He probably 
thinks this is pretty cool.’ When we got 
done, he looked at me before he left 
and he goes, ‘Dude, I wouldn’t trade 
for your life for anything,’” he said.

In a world where the media creates 
seemingly unachievable standards, 
Tull encourages all young people to 
just be present in the world that they 
live in and do the things that make 
them feel happy and accepted.

“I can’t emphasize enough, espe-
cially when you’re in high school, now 

you guys worry about social media with 
everything going on, and you’ve got a 
lot more to do than we did in terms of 
just dealing with all that stuff,” he said. 
“But at the end of the day once you re-
ally understand that your education and 
the knowledge and the experience that 
you can take in, that’s yours to take.”

He also urges future generations 
to remain educated and well informed, 
for both their individual benefit and for 
the sake of the entire country, and to be 
comfortable in having honest conver-
sations with people whose views differ 
from their own.

“You need to be informed so you 
can make choices and you can hold our 
politicians accountable. Not because 
you saw some 30-second ad that made 
you feel angry or something, but be-
cause you’ve done the homework. Be-
cause you understand and have earned 
the right to have an informed opinion,” 
he said. “The whole reason that we can 
change each other’s perspective is if 

you can have civil discourse in an in-
formed way, you can talk to each other, 
that’s how you change minds.”

More than anything, he strives to 
be remembered as a person with good 
morals. He knows that he has accom-
plished a lot, but hopes the world will 
see him as more than just a business-
man with a lot of money, but as a per-
son who cares about the world around 
him and the people within it.

“If I had to just throw out a couple 
of things, it would be someone that was 
fair, honest, and somebody that friends 
could always count on. I pride myself 
on being someone that answers the bell 
in that way,” he said. “It’s not so much 
that I want my obituary to have a bunch 
of awards and letters and all that, but 
what did you really do to leave a mark? 
I was hopefully thoughtful about how I 
spent my time and what impact I made 
because clearly we know that there 
are human beings that we wish didn’t 
make an impact. I would say that, and 

above all, I want to make sure that my 
two sons at the end of my days say that 
I was a great dad and that I was always 
there for them and that they were clear-
ly the most important thing in my life. 
That’s hugely important to me.”

While he knows what is important 
to him, he also has some advice for the 
younger generation of today and what 
he thinks should be important to us. 

“What I would impart to you is that 
grit, resiliency, and the ability to get up 
off the canvas so to speak if you’ve 
been knocked down or you’ve been 
told no or you’ve been told you can’t 
come in or whatever else, how you’re 
going to respond to things like that is a 
mark of character and a muscle memo-
ry that will last you forever. Don’t wor-
ry about what I call the silly stuff. All 
we can do is to take care of our little 
corner of the world and conduct our-
selves in a way that we can be proud of 
and rise above some of the things that 
are tearing this country apart.” 

“I have a very different day-to-day experience than most folks” from pg 9
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by Hannah Stelitano 

Many members of The Oracle staff have been 
recognized on many different levels this year for sev-
eral  award-winning stories.

The PA Press Club runs a state-wide high school 
Journalism contest. The contest is offered by the Na-
tional Federation of Press Women, recognizing high 
school journalism all around Pennsylvania. 

In the Environmental story/ project category,  se-
niors Alyssa Hillwig and Rebecca Beckas took 1st 
place with their story, “Sustainability class having 
impact on students, community”.

By taking first place on the state level, they were 
automatically entered in the national contest where 
their story was awarded first place in the nation. 

“This is the first time we’ve received recognition 
on the state level. To win 1st place in any state-wide 
competition is a big deal and then to have it recog-
nized as the best compared to the best stories in the 
country, that’s a whole different level of cool,” news-
paper advisor Mr. Eric Schott said. “I’m so happy 
for Alyssa and Becca, and for everyone who wrote 
stories that have won awards. There is a lot of work 
that goes into each and every one of those stories.” 

In the News category, Hillwig took 3rd place 
with her story, “Photographer shares stories from in-
side the Capitol”. 

“I honestly think it’s really cool that this story 
is being recognized beyond just the school, and it’s 
hard to believe that something I wrote is going so far 
beyond just me and the school. It feels like it’s just 
another story that I wrote, and now it’s become so 
much more. This award honestly means a lot to me 
and is definitely a very positive and validating thing 
for me. I really enjoyed writing it, and I’m glad that 
others enjoy reading it,” Hillwig said. 

Best of SNO (School Newspapers Online), rec-
ognized Addie Kania, Alyssa Hillwig, and Sarah 

Naccarato for their stories this year. 
Addie’s story, “Artist uses comice to highlight 

Holocaust ‘superheroes’” was published to the Best 
of SNO website on March 14. Alyssa’s story, “Posi-
tive Painting Project promotes teen mental health” 
was published on March 9. Sarah’s story, “Famous 
horror movie special effects artist creates a program 
to share his story and secrets” was published on 
March 4.

Best of SNO is an organization in which 522 
high school and colleges participate. Schools submit 
their best newspaper stories and only the best ones 
get published. This school year, more than 14,000 
stories have been submitted and only 12 percent of 
those stories were recognized as Best of SNO. 

Additionally, Shaler Area is a member of the 
Digital Media Arts Consortium (DMAC), a group 
hosted by Robert Morris University that hosts an an-
nual spring high school media contest. 

For the second year in a row, The Oracle staff 
members won 1st place (Best in Category) in three 
of the four print journalism catergories. 

In the sports category, Dominic DiTommaso  
took first place with his story “Stadelman steps down 
as girls volleyball coach”. 

In the feature category, Savannah Schultis took 
first place with her story “Bacco dedicated to help 
kids in foster care for his son”.

“The Mr. Bacco story is my favorite story I've 
written in newspaper, and I'm really proud of myself 
for winning an award for it. I wasn't expecting it, but 
I am very thankful that I was able to share the Baccos 
story and their mission for their son,” Schultis said. 

The story made an impression on the judges as 
well. 

“This is a very touching story and well delivered. 
I will remember the Bacco’s as an amazing inspira-
tional family because of your article. How lucky you 
are to know them! Keep up this meaningful type of 
writing, well done!” one of the DMAC judges noted 
as part of the feedback. 

In the hard news article category, Becca Beckas 
took first place with her story “SAHS class plays a 
big role in preserving Girty’s Woods”.

“I had no idea Mr. Schott entered my article into 
the competition, so when he announced it to us, I was 
really surprised, but also very excited. I didn't think 
that my stories were very memorable or noteworthy, 
but I was proud to win an award for bringing light 
to a subject that means a lot to me, sustainability,” 
Beckas said.

All of the recognition is not surprising to Mr. 
Schott. 

“This group of seniors has done some great work 
over the past two years for The Oracle. I’ve known 
for a while that they are an award-winning group 
of kids. Now others are getting to see that too,” Mr. 
Schott said. 

The Oracle wins awards on local, state & national level

by Rebecca Beckas

The high school was scheduled to host the first ever “spring fling” dance in 
place of the norma junior class fundraiser dance, the Sadie Hawkins Dance.

In a normal year, Sadie Hawkins would take place in late January or early 
February, as the school year slows down after finals and morale is low in the 
middle of the winter. 

It’s another opportunity for students to come together for a night, dressing 
fancy and hanging with their friends, dancing the night away. Because of the 
COVID protocols that were in place and the high case numbers, the high school 
could not safely host the dance this winter. 

“Normally we’re able to have Sadies, which happens in early February but 
due to the ongoing pandemic we couldn’t have anyone in the cafeteria in a con-
fined space, so the juniors came up with a great way to have an outside dance later 
in the season to have one dance for Shaler Area High School students to end the 
school year,” Activities Director Mrs. Mindy Thiel said.

The Spring Fling idea was inspired by this year’s homecoming and was to 
happen outside on the turf and was to be themed, “A Night in the Tropics” 

Due to lack of interest and funds, the Spring Fling Dance was canceled. The 
week of the Spring Fling, there were not enough students who purchased tickets, 
canceling the event entirely. The school needed 200 tickets sold to break even in 
order to cover the costs of a DJ, snacks, and cover any other expenses, but unfor-
tunately interest fell short. 

Students who purchased tickets were given the option of a refund, or they 
could donate their $10 to the junior class, which is in need of money in order to 
cover the cost of their senior year expenses. 

Spring Fling was a one-time event this year in replacement of the Sadie 
Hawkins dance due to COVID restrictions, however the Sadie’s dance is planned 
to happen next year. 

“I would like to go back to doing a Sadies dance, I think the winters tend to be 
long for us, and we just need something to break up the monotony of winter, so it 
will be nice to bring that back just to give us something to do when it’s freezing 
outside, getting everyone together versus the spring when it’s busy,” Thiel said. 

The junior class, in order to recover some money, is now holding a raffle fun-
draiser, where students can buy tickets to be entered in a raffle to win gift cards 
for various restaurants. 

Spring Fling dance cancelled due to lack of ticket sales

“This is the first time we’ve 
received recognition on the 
state level. To win 1st place 
in any state-wide competi-
tion is a big deal and then 
to have it recognized as the 
best compared to the best 
stories in the country, that’s 
a whole different level of 
cool.”
         -- Mr. Eric Schott

Class of 2022 -- Senior Superlatives 
Most Likely to Succeed

Maggie Rea

Cutest Couple
David Kondraciuk &
 Julia Ehrenberger

Most Likely to Have Their 
Own Late-Night Talk Show
Dominic DiTommaso

 
Most Athletic
Josh Miller

Most Likely to 
Become President
Frank Babicka

Most Involved
Cassidy Laffey

Best Personality
Noah Gabriel & Kevin Li

Most Changed since 9th grade
Katy Rosso

Best Nickname
“Jimbo” - Luke Rolley

Most Likely to Star on 
Broadway

Cassidy Laffey &
 Jenna Masucci

Most Likely to Make You Laugh
Quincy Faña

Most Opinionated
Regan Bondarenka &

 Jorja Kobert

Best Dressed
Sarah Faour

Most Likely to be a Billionaire
Frank Babicka

 
 Most Unforgettable

Mallie Ciak

Most Likely to 
Become Internet Famous

Quincy Faña
 

Most Likely to Brighten Up 
Your Day

Corey Sigmund
(Based on 79 votes from Class of 2022)
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by Aidan Brophy

On April 25, for the first time in the district’s his-
tory, representatives from the Western Pennsylvania 
Council of Historically Black Colleges & Universi-
ties Alumni came to SAHS. Mr. Jeff Williams and 
Mr. Vincent Elliott were invited to debunk some 
common myths about HBCUs, as well as talk to stu-
dents and staff about HBCUs as a higher education 
option for Shaler Area graduates.

The idea was first proposed by Ms. Shirell 
Brown, a community member on the SA Response to 
Racism Committee, and quickly gained steam. Mr. 
Nick Haberman, another member of the committee 
and head of the LIGHT Program, acted as a coordi-
nator for the event.

According to Mr. Haberman, the Pennsylvania 
Council of HBCU Alumni “goes to Pittsburgh public 
schools, and goes to schools with a large percentage 
of African-American students… and [Shirell Brown] 
said ‘wouldn’t it be great if that organization came 
out to our school and talked about the opportunities 
HBCUs offer for all students, black or white?’”

After Brown brought up the idea, Mr. Haberan 
got into contact with Mr. Elliot, the co-founder of the 
Pennsylvania HBCU Alumni Council, and Mr. Wil-
liams, one of the council’s public event presenters.

Mr. Williams and Mr. Elliot gave a presentation 
in the auditorium during fourth period, discrediting 
some popular myths about HBCUs.

“It was both a history of the role historically 
black colleges and universities played in this coun-
try,” Haberman said. “It also introduced students to 
the opportunities that the over one hundred HBCUs 
can offer to students.”

One primary misconception is that HBCUs are 

primarily located in southern states. However, there 
are 101 spread out across the continental US, with 
two of the oldest here in Pennsylvania.

Additionally, the two alumni impressed upon stu-
dents that these universities are open for all, not just 
students of color. In fact, as of 2020, nearly a quarter 
of all HBCU attendees were not African-American.

“HBCUs are not places of black excellence, they 
are places of excellence, and their opportunities are 
open to anyone,” Mr. Haberman said.

The two alumni sat in the cafeteria during fifth 
and sixth period if students wanted to talk further, 
or ask a question they didn’t get to during the pre-

sentation. They also spoke with the guidance office 
staff and counselors about making students aware of 
HBCUs as a post-high school option for higher edu-
cation.

Mr. Haberman said this was an important experi-
ence for the students who got to speak with Mr. Wil-
liams and Mr. Elliot.

“As a Shaler Area alumni myself, I’m always 
interested in bringing opportunities to the school dis-
trict that I didn’t have,” Haberman said. “Anything 
we can bring to the school district that introduces stu-
dents to all of the different opportunities after gradu-
ation is a great idea.”

Presenters share info, debunk myths about 
Historically Black Colleges and Universities

Mr. Vince Elliott and Mr. Jeff Williams talk to students in SAHS auditorium

by Ella Katona

This spring, Shaler Area High 
School introduced a new spring sport 
to its students: Girls Varsity Flag   
Football.

The program is done in conjunc-
tion with the Pittsburgh Steelers, who 
are hoping to encourage high schools 
to sanction girls flag football.

NFL teams around the country are 
attempting to introduce the flag foot-
ball opportunity to girls in the high 
school. Seven states (Alabama, Alaska, 
Arizona, Florida, Georgia, New York 
and Nevada) have officially sanctioned 
girls’ flag as a varsity sport.

There were eight girls that decided 
to participate in the Shaler Area Flag 
Football team this season.

The head coach, Rob Heinrich is 
extremely excited and ready to take on 
this first year, coaching the new sport.

“I did not have to think twice about 
accepting the coaching position,” 
Heinrich said. “Having the distinct 
opportunity to serve, coach, develop 
and mentor athletes every day is a gift. 
Also, promoting women’s sports and 
making history is an honor.”

The team will have a five-week 
season with one game per week and 
will compete against the schools North 
Allegheny, West Allegheny, Ellis, 
Moon, and Ambridge.

All teams meet at a local stadium 
and the football field is broken down 

into three sections, which allows all six 
teams compete at the same time.

“The final week of the season, all 
teams play at Heinz Field for a cham-
pionship,” Heinrich said. “How well 
we do during the first four weeks of 
the season determines our seed for the 
tournament. Giving the teams an op-
portunity to play on an NFL field is 
something the girls will remember for 

life and with that, I think it is a great 
way to end the season.”

The team has been picking up the 
game extremely well and has had great 
success during their first game on April 
24 with a 22-0 win over Ambridge. 
They improved their record to 4-0 
after defeating North Allegheny 8-6 
and West Allegheny 28-0 and beating 
North Allegheny again on May 15. 

The playoffs were held at Heinz 
Field this past weekend. 

“So far, just being able to share a 
game I love has been great,” Heinrich 
said. “There has been a lot of learning, 
and that comes with any sport. But, 
more importantly, we’re having fun 
and making memories. These girls are 
setting a foundation for what I feel will 
be a successful program at Shaler.”

Shaler Area flag football team in action vs Ambridge on April 24

Girls flag football kicks off successful first season
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by Savannah Schultis
One of my favorite quotes from C.S. Lewis is 

“Day by day, nothing changes. But when you look 
back, everything is different.” When I was a fresh-
man I thought I wanted to go to medical school to 
become a neurologist. I thought I would be friends 
with certain people forever. I thought I wasn’t good 
enough for anyone or anything. I thought I had it all 
figured out. Although I was wrong about so much, 
I’m thankful for the mindset that I had because it 
gave me room to grow into the person I am today. 

The high school used to feel so big to me, both 
literally and figuratively— but now it feels so small. I 
filled in the empty spaces that existed when I first ar-
rived. I found a love for science, music, and writing. 
I found friends that are supportive and make me feel 
my best. Most importantly, I found myself. 

I learned that although change is difficult, it’s 
necessary in order to grow. You never realize how 
much you have to grow until you look back and see 
how far you've come. I’ve learned to embrace change 
and look forward to how much more there is to learn. 

For once in my life, I’m comfortable with who I 
am as a person and can say that I’m proud of myself. 
I’m very thankful for all the lessons I’ve learned over 
the past four years and the memories that I made. I 
encourage you to go out of your comfort zone, no 
matter how big or small. I’ve realized that I’d rather 
face the moment of fear that comes with leaving my 
comfort zone than look back on my life with regret.

I still don’t have it all figured out, but I never will 
— and that’s okay. At least I’m getting somewhere. 

by Ella Katona
This year has been an insane journey. It feels like 

it was only a year ago when I was in 8th grade and 
we were doing a small tour of the high school for the 
very first time. Whenever everyone tells you that the 
next four years of your high school career will fly by, 
remember those words and make sure to take every 
single memory in while you are here, because before 
you know it you will be planning out the next steps 
of your new chapters in life.

I will miss all of the moments I have had in this 
place, honestly. I have made so many friends that, 
even if I do not hang out with them due to being out 
of state at college, are people I would love to stay in 
contact with for years to come. I will miss my teach-
ers who have had such a huge impact on my life and 
I thank those who worked so hard to make me the 
student I am today. I will cherish all of the wonderful 
times and always hold them in my heart.

Work hard. Take care of yourself. Take failures as 
a lesson, not a “punishment.” Try new things. Make 
new friends. Most importantly: make memories.

by Dominic DiTommaso
Here’s some unsolicited advice you did not ask 

for that you don’t know you need: have fun. One of 
the reasons I look back so fondly on high school is 
that I enjoyed it. 

There were some things my friends and I would 
do that we thought were pretty funny, and once I had 
a friend come to me and say, “Why do you guys do 
that? It’s immature and beneath you.” And I tried 
explaining that we can never have this kind of fun 
again. We’ll have fun in the future, but it will be a 
different kind of fun. This is the only time in your life 
you can live this way. Once you leave, things will 
change. There are things you will never get back,so 
enjoy it. High school is supposed to be fun. Yes, work 
hard and study hard, but enjoy yourself. You don’t 
want to look back 20 years from now and say “Man, 

I wish I would’ve had more fun.”
Next, I find it interesting that earlier this year, 

there was a debate over whether or not we should 
go to single-colored caps and gowns, or stick with 
the all-blue and all-white. And it struck me that every 
year we’ve been here, each and every one of us have 
been taught that the key to success is individuality! 
And here we were discussing whether or not to wear 
identical outfits. So to that, I say: be yourself. I once 
told a friend that my perfect Friday night is watching 
a Yankees game at home. He laughed at me and said 
it was stupid. I didn’t care. It made me happy. Do 
what makes you happy. Who cares what anyone else 
thinks? Be who you want to be and embrace it. Don’t 
try to do what you think will make others happy, and 
definitely don’t try to be someone else. That role is 
filled. We need someone to be you. Nobody can be a 
better you than you, so be it.

Minor Myers Jr. once declared “Go into the 
world and do well. But more importantly, go into the 
world and do good.” I know many seniors have the 
tangibles and intangibles to do well. Even more have 
the same to do good. And that’s something that can’t 
be taught in a high school classroom.

by Alyssa Hillwig
If you told freshman me that in three years 

I would be writing a farewell for the newspaper, I 
would have thought you were crazy. I wouldn’t have 
been able to believe that I’ve made it this far, both as 
a person and as a writer. Thinking about it even now, 
so much had to go right for this moment to come. 

I needed to start by learning how to become a 
better writer. As a freshman, I knew I had the poten-
tial, and like every other subject, all I ever wanted to 
do was keep climbing until I reached a point where 
I could look back on my work and be proud of it. I 
wanted to be the best at everything, and writing was 
one place I knew I could make decent progress.

I needed to make connections. I had a solid 
foundation of friends, but all I can really remember 
was wishing I could just break out of my shell and 
leave my comfort zone to make lasting friendships 
and connections with more people. I wanted to cre-
ate an environment where I could be remembered as 
a good, well-rounded individual, but I had no clue 
where to start. 

I had to become more confident. My biggest 
problem came from never being able to accept my 
own power; nothing I produced or participated in 
ever felt like it was good enough. I needed to become 
okay with what I was capable of and stop undermin-
ing all of my own accomplishments.

And I did it. Despite everything, I was able to use 
my time in high school as my chance to overcome all 
of the fears I had and finally become the person that 
I always knew was deep down inside of me some-
where. Alongside the millions of memories I made, I 
didn’t just learn how to write, or learn how to reach 
out, or learn how to be confident in myself and my 
work, but I took every opportunity I could to experi-
ence so much more. 

I learned that I was probably better at calculus 
than I let myself believe, and that I loved learning 
biology. I learned that I was a pretty good musician, 
and that I could really make a difference in the music 
program here if I cared and tried enough. I learned 
that you didn’t have to know how to memorize lines 
to be a real part in a theatrical production. 

I learned some French, and that “Un homme qui 
sait deux langues en vaut deux”. I learned what Duck 
Hunt is, that Toy Story is actually a really good mov-
ie, and that most people don’t know how to correctly 
pronounce Reese’s Pieces. 

I learned that if you believe in something, you 
can fight for it and make your community a better 
place. I learned who my real friends are, and how 

important it is to meet people and understand that the 
people who don’t care aren’t meant to be in my life 
for the long run. Most importantly, I began to learn 
who I am, and that it’s okay to not be totally sure of 
everything all the time. I could not be more grateful 
for it all. 

by Aidan Brophy
As I’m writing this, surrounded by my fellow se-

niors on a boat going down one of the three rivers, 
I find myself reflecting on the past few years. I also 
find myself getting a tad bit seasick, but that’s be-
sides the point. That point being, in this instance, that 
the class of 2022 is in the home stretch.

I’m still not sure how I feel about that, really. I 
know that the general consensus is something along 
the lines of ‘thank God we’re finally getting out of 
here,’ but I don’t think I’m in that crowd.

That’s partially because there are still things I’m 
working on, things I need to get done before the end 
of the year, but it’s also because this is something that 
we’ve done for the past 12+ years, and we’re leaving 
it all behind and, for the most part, going our separate 
ways.

If I’m being entirely honest, I don’t really want 
to try to explore and vent those feelings in a newspa-
per article. So instead, I’ll talk about the newspaper 
itself, something I know I’ll remember fondly when 
I’m looking back on this chapter of my life.

I got my start in journalism with Mr.                             
Duermeyer in 7th grade, but fell off the tracks, so to 
speak, the next year. However, I certainly enjoyed 
the time spent discussing potential story topics over 
Frank's pizza in his classroom after school.

After that, newspaper wasn’t really in the front 
of my mind. I knew it was an option, but I felt like 
I had too much going on in terms of electives and a 
language class. That was, until sophomore year.

Apparently, my writing was enough to have Mr. 
Schott approach me, among many others, about join-
ing the newspaper. I dropped my lunch for the first 
semester of junior year, and in exchange, I got Jour-
nalism first period for the whole year. Suffice it to 
say, I made the right decision.

For the past two years, first period has been one 
of the highlights of my day. From messing around 
with the rest of the staff to tossing ideas around for 
stories or activities, it’s almost always been a good 
time.

Sure, it’s had its ups and downs, and I may not 
have liked every single story I wrote, but nothing is 
ever going to be perfect. The ups more than made up 
for the downs.

Visiting the Flight 93 Memorial. Being part of a 
virtual magic show. Helping put together a Schott-
themed Oracle issue. Trying (and failing) to organize 
staff outings. Interviewing some big names. We did 
a whole lot.

I gotta say, I’m fairly certain it was worth it.

by Addison Kania 
I would like to thank two teachers who made my 

time in high school so much better. Thank you to Ms. 
Scott for letting us come into her room every morn-
ing to hangout and for always being there for me. 

She truly cares about each and every student and 
works incredibly hard every day to brighten the days 
of people around her. 

I would also like to thank Mr. White for always 
looking out for me and making high school a lot more 
fun. He is always there to make you smile and is able 
to bring the positives out of any situation. I truly ap-
preciate all that they have done for me throughout 
the years.

The Last Word
The senior staff members get an “open-mic” for their last print issue


