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by Cece Robinson

Shaler Area teachers and husband 
and wife, Jim and Juliana McDermott, 
have, over the past ten years, been dili-
gent in their efforts of giving back to the 
community. They were ushered down 
the special education swim program at 
the middle school. Held every Sunday, 
volunteers from around the community 
come and assist the children. 

The couple knew how important 
the program was for the community 
and families and couldn’t allow the 
program to be run by a random agency. 
Mr. and Mrs. McDermott have been 
SAAH volunteers for their entire ca-
reer in the district and offered to take 
over the program in 2008.  

Since the early stages of the swim 
program the two have been volunteers. 
Through their high school and college 
careers they watched many students 
come and go and many friendships 
grow. As these years past they saw the 
presence it created in the community 
and importance it held to the families.  

The joy that this program brings to 
the children as well as the families is 
the biggest achievement for the couple. 
The children make lifelong friendships 
while learning new skills. 

“It is so rewarding to see the faces 
of the participants when they see their 
volunteer or that they actually can put 
their face in the water, swim from one 
side of the pool to the other, or get a 
ring from the bottom of the pool. The 
program was created to teach children 
with special needs to swim but also to 
help the participants to socialize,” Mrs. 
McDermott said.

The program promotes exercise 
and helps build kids’ confidence and 
character through swimming. This is 
such a big part of the kids’ lives, some 
of the former participants of the pro-

gram even come 
back to be volun-
teers and teach the 
next generation of 
students.       

A typical Sun-
day in their program 
starts off with all of 
the students stretch-
ing. Then, they pair 
up with an instructor 
and hop in the pool. 

Each student 
begins the year with 
goals they’d like 
to achieve by the 
end of the program. 

During this paired 
off time with an instructor they get a 
chance to work on those goals. Before 
the hour is up, they come together and 
play and group game of pool baseball 
in the indoor pool or go down the slide 
at Kiwanis Park pool.

“Sometimes it only takes a few 
weeks, or sometimes it takes years, 
but eventually the swimmers will 
make some big improvements that had 
seemed unlikely at first. And the other 
priority is to have fun and practice so-
cializing which doesn’t always come 
naturally for some of the swimmers 

depending on what their disability is,” 
Jim McDermott said.

As a result of their effort they were 
nominated and awarded the “2017 Jef-
ferson Award of Western Pennsylva-
nia” an award that celebrates outstand-
ing dedication and passion for their 
community. 

The Jefferson Awards Foundation 
is part of a national volunteer recogni-
tion program founded 1972 by Jacque-
line Kennedy Onassis, U.S. Senator 
Robert Taft Jr. and Sam Beard. Mr. and 
Mrs. McDermott are one of 25 Jeffer-
son Award recipients chosen through-
out Western Pennsylvania.

The couple was honored in an ad in 
the March 28 issue of the Post-Gazette, 
which will also include the SAAH pro-
gram. They will also attend an “elegant 
reception and ceremony” held in May 
to celebrate the other 25 winners. 

After receiving a bronze medallion 
one out of the 25 honorees will repre-
sent the region at a national ceremony 
held in Washington D.C. 

“It is a great honor that I never ex-
pected to receive. The award celebrates 
the ‘unsung heroes in the country’. It is 
such an honor to be recognized,” Julia 
McDermott said.

Haberman awarded Holocaust Educator of the Year

McDermotts recognized with Jefferson Award

Mr. Jim McDermott and Mrs. Julia McDermott

by Gabi Girton

Shaler Area teacher Mr. Nicholas Haberman was 
recently selected as the Holocaust Educator of the 
Year for 2018. 

The award comes from the Holocaust Center of 
Pittsburgh which chooses one teacher from the tri-
state area of Pennsylvania, Ohio, and West Virginia, 
who showcases innovation, exemplary teaching abil-
ity, and evidence of impact throughout his/her teach-
ing of the Holocaust. 

Haberman currently teaches the Holocaust class 
which is an elective course that juniors and seniors 
can take in order to learn about the causes, tragedy, 
and aftermath of the Holocaust. His work impressed 
his fellow teachers, students, and the Holocaust Edu-
cator of the Year judges. 

In the application, teachers are asked to write 
about several issues surrounding their teaching cur-
riculum and challenges faced while teaching. In ad-
dition to the essays, applicants had to have five letters 
of recommendation from teachers, administrators 
and graduated students. 

In one letter, a recommender stated, “Few teach-
ers possess the same drive, energy, and joy that Nick 
has while in the classroom and the connections that 
he makes with his students allow him to run a stu-
dent-centered classroom in which historical trends 
are explored together…it was impossible not to no-
tice how much Nick valued his students.”

Others also noted his dedication to learning about 
the Holocaust even in his off hours, his drive to con-
nect his students with the most current and significant 
resources and experiences, and the way that he made 
learning about this difficult topic engaging, relevant, 
and empathetic.

“It’s really humbling because I feel like even as a 

‘Master Educator’ of the Ho-
locaust I still don’t and can’t 
understand the true experi-
ence that one survivor went 
through,” Haberman said.

Haberman spends his 
course showing videos, read-
ing books and completing 
projects with students in or-
der for them to get a better 
grasp of what really hap-
pened leading up to, during, 
and after the Holocaust. In 
addition, he takes his classes 
to the Holocaust Museum in 
Washington D.C. and finds 
several opportunities to allow 
his students to interview with 
survivors of the Holocaust.

Winners of the award re-
ceive $2,000 that teachers are allowed to spend on 
any new projects, materials, or supplies. In addition, 
the school in which the recipient is employed will 
receive $1,000 to support the teaching of the Holo-
caust.

“It’s like a sense of obligation and responsibil-
ity has fallen on my shoulders. I feel like with some 
awards you really celebrate and with this award, of 
course I am proud, but it makes me feel like I am 
now in a position where I can do a lot more than I 
do. So I have a lot of energy to do more and turn 
ideas I’ve had over the years into real things. I feel 
responsible to make sure more people learn,” Haber-
man reflected.

Through the Jewish Foundation for the Righ-
teous, the winner is also given a place at the Alfred 
Lerner Fellowship Program, an experience at Co-

lumbia University that 25 different people from the 
United States and Europe are selected to be a part of. 

The fellowship is a weeklong experience where 
several well-known Holocaust speakers will give 
lessons, presentations and seminars in order to help 
the teachers become more educated and prepared to 
teach. At the end of the week, teachers are given the 
title ‘Alfred Lerner’ and considered a ‘Master Teach-
er’ of the Holocaust. 

“The teachers there are the ones who write the 
books that I talk about and teach during the Holocaust 
class,” Haberman said. “The biggest reason I’m ex-
cited about it is because it allows me to do what I’ve 
constantly tried to do which is expand Holocaust, 
Genocide and Human Rights education in Shaler.”

The award ceremony took place on April 11, at 

Cont on page 7

On Yom HaShoah (Holocaust Rememberance Day), Mr. Haberman lights a candle at 
the request of the daughter of Holocaust survivor Jack Sittsamer.
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OPINIONS

Recently I was summoned to Dr. Royall’s office.  As I suspected, 
the subject of the visit was about my choice of wardrobe. I was told 
that in light of recent events, particularly the horrific gun violence 
at Stoneman Douglas High School in Florida, students were on 
edge, even here in their own school.  I couldn’t have picked a worse 
time to be a historical and military enthusiast who expresses it in 
my clothing and reading. 

You may not know me, but you may have noticed me in the 
hallways: the person clad in all camouflage for most of this year.  
What most do not know is my reason for wearing it so frequently.  
For as long as I can remember, I’ve had a keen passion for history. 
I like to study and understand what happened in the past and 
to see how it affects today.  My interest in historical events such 
as the Weimar period, Decolonization, both World Wars, and the 
Cold War DOES NOT in any way mean I subscribe to any ideology 
of that time. The students who sign up for our school’s Holocaust 
course do so because they are interested to learn how such an 
event occured. I too am fascinated by parts of history that are not 
always easily explained and are not always understood completely. 

In our conversation Dr. Royall came straight to the point.  He 
was informed of who I was (a history buff) and who I wasn’t (a po-
litical extremist).  He told me that generally we students have the 
right to dress as we want unless it directly disrupts the educational 
environment. My wearing of complete military uniforms (matching 
pants, shirt/jacket, and hat along with boots) was protected, until 
a small group of students voiced fears to Dr. Royall. He attempted 
to calm the situation by telling them of my character and hobbies 
and that I wasn’t going to hurt anyone.  Unfortunately, multiple 
complaints about my attire equated to a disruption to the educa-
tional process.

Dr. Royall suggested that I limit my camouflage to only one 
garment a day. I have no qualms with his decision. I cannot blame 
him for doing his job and taking action after students issued com-
plaints. My disappointment lies with the select students who al-
lowed such thoughts to manifest and fester. Ignorance breeds fear, 
and fear can be a very powerful weapon. Most of the people who 

supported me were those who actually knew me or had a general 
idea of my character and that I wasn’t a paramilitary crackpot. So 
I could only assume that the people who had reported me simply 
did not understand who I am and why I dressed the way I did. If 
only they had come up to ask me “What’s with the camo?”

This entire situation could have been averted through simple 
conversation, a friendly hello or a genuine question about my 
choices. It doesn’t hurt anybody to go up to someone and to get 
to know a little about them. Ignorance and fear can be powerful. 
They can lead people to make irrational judgements. The real dark 
side of these two qualities is that the quick judgements that people 
make can quickly turn into reality. A cycle like this hurts both 
parties. Those that spread rumors about a person are only liable 
to do it again. The person who is the subject of scrutiny can be 
genuinely hurt by these accusations. 

Starting a discussion can dispel any worries or doubts people 
might have with somebody. Sit down with someone you don’t know 
and ask about who he/she really is.   

     ----- Senior Adam Hames

Letter to the Editor

 On March 14th, students all over the country organized a walk-out of their schools in 
order to bring attention to the alarming number of school shootings this year.
 Spurred by the school shooting in Parkland, Florida, schools supported 17 minutes of 
silence for the 17 people who lost their lives in the Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School 
Shooting. Other schools decided to voice their support for the movement in different ways.
 Shaler Area held an extended mid-day homeroom discussion, where homeroom repre-
sentatives were given questions to ask their homerooms about mental health, safety, and 
different protocols that the school could take. Also offered were several stations in the au-
ditorium where students could talk to police officers, administrators, and even write to their 
congressmen about their thoughts on gun control and school violence, sponsored by the 
Student Political Action Committee for Education. Below are some reactions from those who 
were involved. 

“I think it was beneficial to 
open the auditorium to stu-

dents and faculty. It should’ve 
been more student led and 

more organized though. 
My homeroom had a good          

discussion.” 
-- Leah Cunningham, senior

“Honestly I think the 
concept was very good. I 
feel like the auditorium 
was a nice setting for it 
but the execution was so 
poor because there were 
four different sections 
in the auditorium and 

you couldn’t really hear      
anything.” 

-- Talha Lone, senior“I heard some opinions, 
I may not agree with them, 

but it was good to hear both 
sides” 

-- Nathan Fricks, junior

“The worst thing I’ve ever 
seen put on. Police officer 
talked for 10 minutes and 

didnt answer questions or let 
anyone talk.” 

-- Brian Colarusso, senior

“Good, only problem 
was it was chaos. Too 

many people.”  
-- Eric Warren, senior

“I positively appreciate 
the interactions with stu-
dents and their questions. 
It gave me some things to 

think about.” 
-- Officer Spiker
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by Alexa Stewart

On January 31, PepsiCo chief exec-
utive Indra Nooyi said that the company 
is developing a lady friendly chip. 

“As you watch a lot of the young 
guys eat the chips, they love their Dori-
tos, and they lick their fingers with great 
glee, and when they reach the bottom of 
the bag, they pour the little broken piec-
es into their mouth because they don’t 
want to lose that taste of the flavor. … 
Women would love to do the same, but 
they don’t. They don’t like to crunch too 
loudly in public,” she said. 

“The company’s future chip for 
women will be “low-crunch, the full 
taste profile, not have so much of the 
flavor stick on the fingers, and how can 
you put it in a purse? Because women 
love to carry a snack in their purse,” 
Nooyi said in a Washington Post article 
February 5.

This understandably upset many 
women. It upset the women that don’t 
want everything to be gendered and 
those that just want chips to be made 
for all people to enjoy. The thing is, we 
need to learn to not take everything so 
seriously. They’re chips for goodness 
sake. Yes, I’m a girl and yes, I like to eat 
doritos- there’s no shame in that. 

Just because they’re making chips 
for girls doesn’t mean that just girls can 
eat them. Maybe boys don’t want to be 
in public chewing loudly and making 
noise when they chew. Maybe girls like 
to eat the chips and “lick their fingers 
with great glee”, too.

As Nooyi said, boys love the last bit 
of chips that they pour into their mouths. 
Feminine minds can’t handle this burst 

of flavor so understandably we obvi-
ously need chips that satisfy our sensi-
tive palette. Will these new chips not be 
as sharp because chips can be a danger-
ous thing. I personally have suffered a 
mouth injury due to a sharp chip and 
that stuff can hurt.

Another way this can help is now 
we girls can’t eat an entire bag of chips 
in one sitting. Therefore this will allow 
the men in our society to get fat while 
us women can keep our feminine figure 
and be more attractive for those around 
us in our lives. Eating less also allows 
women to age slower because as a study 
was done with rats, which showed that 
eating less caused rats to age less.

Girls can also save money by not 
having to buy their hand soaps and hand 
sanitizers to wash off all of the Doritos 
residue. In the end this will save them 
a substantial amount of money because 
soap and hand sanitizer is very expen-
sive so really we should be thanking 
Doritos for saving us money.

Another benefit is that girls can’t 
choke when they pour the little chip bits 
into their mouths. That’s a hazard when 
they tilt their heads back and pour the 
tiny bits into their mouths.

Hopefully you can see the entire 
situation is ridiculous. People have been 
tending to overreact over virtually ev-
erything that happens to us as a society. 
They’re chips for goodness sake; it isn’t 
the end of the world if someone’s trying 
to make chips to fit in my purse. This al-
lows me to snack on the go. People are 
acting as if someone said that girls can 
only purchase these chips and can’t pur-
chase regular Doritos. You can choose 
whichever one suits your palate more.

A list you don’t want to be on: the waitlist
by Gabi Girton

After applying to several colleges, students expect one of two options: accep-
tance or rejection. However, there is one more option which is potentially worse 
than rejection: the waitlist.

Waitlisting opens up an entire world of uncertainty, while most colleges have 
to give you a definite decision by April 1st, waitlisting can potentially take up 
until late June or July. 

If you’re confused, allow me to explain. Most colleges and universities have 
a set amount of students that they are able to accept every year, but since students 
often get into more than one college, there are spots 
that remain unclaimed. Then, from this point, stu-
dents are selected from the waitlist to take the spots. 

For example, if a student is accepted into a col-
lege, but decides not to attend, their spot could be 
filled by a student on the waiting list.

If getting accepted is heaven and rejection is 
hell, the waitlist is a strange purgatory where you 
simply have to wait and wait for some sort of answer.

The issue is, most colleges who waitlist students 
will notify students about their decision in mid or late June, which falls after col-
lege deposits are due. 

The downpayment for a University can range from $50-$500, with most 
schools falling around the $200 or $300 mark. This is a nonrefundable deposit 
that students have to pay in order to guarantee a spot in a university, and most col-
leges that waitlist students recommend putting down a deposit at another school 
while students wait to hear back. This leaves students paying $300 that could end 
up completely wasted, and if they do get accepted by the waitlisted school, they 
get to pay yet another $300 deposit.

So, students accept a place at another school and move on with finding a 
roommate, choosing classes, and planning out majors even though they are 
still waiting to hear back from a different school. This is frustrating because 
if you do get accepted to a waitlist school, you have to withdraw from an-
other school, and try and plan roommates, financial aid, travel, classes and 
majors at a new school at the last minute.

This is immensely frustrating! At least with a rejection letter a student is 
able to move on and plan out the next four years securely, but a waitlist letter 

genuinely is just the most confusing thing to ever happen.
It seems like colleges are saying “we don’t really want you, but if those that 

we want to come to our party can’t come, we’ll gladly take you.”
Some colleges choose to rank their waitlist candidates, which gives students 

a better idea about their chance. The students on top of the waitlist are more likely 
to get a spot than number 400 on a list. 

However, most colleges don’t tell you where you are on the list. They leave 
you literally with no idea, and then you have to ‘gamble’ on the future.

In 2016, The University of Michigan invited 14,960 students onto its waitlist. 
Of the 4,512 who accepted a waitlist spot, just 90 were admitted into the class, 

two percent of waitlist students!
The waitlist is frustrating because it puts a stu-

dent in a horrifying limbo that leaves them confused 
and anxious. They don’t get any confirmation until 
mid-June and they’ve already been waiting for some 
sort of answer and genuinely don’t get one. 

Even more frustrating is that there isn’t neces-
sarily a better way to handle the waitlist conundrum. 
It’s obvious that the colleges can’t accept everyone, 
and they need to have a way to fill empty spots that 

accepted students chose not to take. Even still, this doesn’t change the fact that 
being waitlisted opens up a world of frustration.    

“Wait lists prolong the tension of the grueling college search for tens of thou-
sands of students a year, giving a glimmer of hope that often ends with no payoff 
beyond the satisfaction of learning that elite schools considered their bids worthy 
of a verdict other than outright rejection,” said the Washington Post in an ar-
ticle titled ‘Top colleges put thousands of applicants in wait-list limbo, and some 
won’t admit any’ published April 16th, 2016.

It’s just frustrating. You wait all year to get some sort of answer from a school 
and you just end up with more questions.

If getting accepted is heaven 
and rejection is hell, the waitlist 
is a strange purgatory where you 
simply have to wait and wait for 
some sort of answer.

No reason for uproar over 
gender-friendly chips
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by Maura Fisher and Gabi Girton

There is no better feeling than walking into a 
classroom and seeing a substitute teacher sitting 
at the teacher’s desk. A certain few subs really can 
brighten your day, and not just because your regular 
teacher isn’t there. There are a few subs that are just 
as excited to see you as 
you are to see them.

Compared to full time 
teachers, the life of a sub 
has much more uncer-
tainty surrounding where 
and for whom they will 
be teaching the next day.

Shaler Area uses a 
program where teachers 
can request off, and sub-
stitutes have the opportu-
nity to take the jobs that 
they want.

This gives subs the freedom and flexibility to 
choose which days they would like to work, which 
jobs they would like to take, and which school they 
would like to substitute at. Our Shaler subs have been 
subbing in the district, mainly at the high school, for 
several years, and have learned which subjects they 
like to teach and which grades they prefer to sub for. 

“[Substitute teaching] gives me the power to say 
no. I can choose what days to work and what classes 
to teach, and I like that,” said longtime sub at Shaler 
Area Ms. Beth Nurnberger.

Ms. Joanne Kirin, a mother figure, has been 
subbing at Shaler for over 17 years and prefers to 
teach the upperclassmen, no offense to the freshman 
and sophomores. Ms. Kirin began subbing after she 
was laid off from her previous job. With an infant 
at home, she didn’t want to work full time, and she 
decided to put her teaching certificate to use and be-
come a substitute teacher.

Though she ends the days she spends teaching 
exhausted, she thinks that it is completely worth it. 
Ms. Kirin admits it can be stressful at times because 
kids act differently when they have substitutes, but 
she still loves being a substitute. 

“I have a lot of crazy students but honestly, they 
kind of make my day,” Kirin said. 

Ms. Kirin found out quite early on that subbing 
is not as easy it appears to be. When she first started 
out, Ms. Kirin did not always sub at Shaler Area High 
School. It took her about seven years to learn her way 
around this school. To go from room to room, she 
would have to go to the outside hallways and work 

her way in to find where she wanted to be. 
Working at Shaler Area, of course Ms. Kirin has 

some stories to tell. She was reluctant at first, but de-
cided to share what she recalls as one of her most em-
barrassing stories from being a substitute teacher…

“I was subbing at the now Elementary School, 
and the teacher bathrooms were near the cafeteria. 

They weren’t very well 
marked, so I walked into 
one of the bathrooms. 
The first things I noticed 
were the urinals, but I just 
thought that it might have 
been a unisex bathroom. 
So I went to the bath-
room, washed my hands, 
walked out, and contin-
ued on my way. I later no-
ticed that the bathrooms 
were remarked, and the 
one I used was labeled as 

the men’s room,” Ms. Kirin shared.  
Ms. Elise Power, a spirited linguist, has been 

subbing throughout the school district for eight 
years. Before subbing, she worked in the Pittsburgh 
public schools so transitioning to substitute teaching 
was not difficult. Ms. Power works with Shaler Area 
students of all ages because she subs at most of the 
school buildings in the district. Subject wise, she pre-
fers to teach languages; she loves Japanese because 
she is currently trying to learn that language. 

Though subbing comes with its downfalls, such 
as lunch duty according to Ms. Power, she loves what 
she does. She doesn’t run into too many behavior-
al issues, and she often boasts about how nice the 
students of Shaler Area are. Ms. Power thinks that 
the freedom of the job is nice, too. With free eve-
nings, weekends, and summers, substitute teaching 
provides her with enough income to take care of her 
horse and travel. Ms. Power enjoys the variety of the 
job as well. 

“Every day is different. One day I might be in 
chemistry classes and the next day I’m helping a kin-
dergartener who got stuck on the monkey bars,” Ms. 
Power said. 

Ms. Power is glad to have a place in Shaler Area. 
She has gotten to know a lot of students and faculty 
alike. She always notices students who make an effort 
to be kind and friendly, and she believes that those 
students are part of what makes Shaler Area so great. 
Ms. Power doesn’t recall too many bad memories of 
subbing, but the good ones often stick with her.

“A highlight of my subbing career happened last 

year. I discovered that I can flip bottles and make them 
land on the cap. I was as surprised as the students that 
I could to it but I think my juggling skills helped. I 
had a lot of fun with that,” Ms. Power shared.   

Mr. Hank Sauer, an amazing storyteller, has been 
subbing at Shaler Area for six years. He prefers to 
teach the junior class. He thinks that the seniors are 
too anxious to leave, and the freshman still have 
some growing up to do. Though willing to teach ev-
ery class except for gym, Mr. Sauer prefers to teach 
history. He thinks that there is always something new 
to learn about history and wishes students would be 
more interested in the subject.

Before Mr. Sauer became a substitute teacher, 
he was a chemical engineer. Though he enjoyed the 
work, it wasn’t something he saw himself doing for-
ever. He realized that he had a passion for teaching 
children, so becoming a substitute teacher seemed 
like a perfect fit.

Just like Ms. Kirin and Ms. Power, Mr. Sauer 
found out that subbing had its ups and downs. He 
admits that the most difficult part of it is handling 
disruptive students. Students tend to act differently 
around substitutes, and Mr. Sauer has learned that 
just like every other sub. However, he believes the 
pros far outweigh the cons. 

“The youth gets in your blood, I wouldn’t want 
to be around people like me,” Mr. Sauer said.

Everyone who has ever had Mr. Sauer knows 
that he has an infinite number of stories to tell about 
history, his life, the subject he is teaching, or any-
thing. In fact, he often starts his classes out by ask-
ing questions that he refers to as ‘warm-ups’. While 
many students love Mr. Sauer, he also has had his fair 
share of students who didn’t get along with him.

“One time, a student was being disrespectful so 
I asked him, ‘What did you say?’. He didn’t answer, 
so I asked him again. He shoved me and he probably 
could’ve killed me; I was 60 and he was 18, I didn’t 
stand a chance,” Mr. Sauer said, “On the other hand, 
a student recently said to me, ‘Mr. Sauer, you look 
bright today. You always look bright.’ It really meant 
a lot to me,”

Despite what some may think, being a sub is not 
as easy as it seems. Substitute teachers have to deal 
with any number of students one day and a whole 
new set of them the next. They have to teach a variety 
of subjects, each with varying levels of difficulty. At 
the end of the day, all of the subs agree that it is worth 
it. The students are what keep them coming back to 
Shaler Area High School. At the end of the day, sub-
stitute teaching is tough, but it’s nothing that these 
fantastic four substitutes can’t handle.

The secret life of substitute teachers

by Maura Fisher

A lot has to be taken into consideration when it comes to making the 
school year calendar. The school district uses the same template to base the 
calendar off of each year, so the calendar hasn’t had any drastic changes 
in a couple of years.

The School Board needs to look at when the winter holidays are to 
figure out how long breaks will be and when testing windows are. The 
holidays often determine when school starts, too. Depending on when La-
bor Day is, the first day of school could be moved forward or pushed back.

For making the 2018-2019 calendar, the school board also had to con-
sider the work that will need to be done at the new Scott Primary School 
before it opens in the fall. In case more work needs to be done, extra time 
was built into the schedule without adding on too much time at the end of 
2019. Therefore, the first day of school will be a week later than this year.

“It would make more sense to start later next year.  If we start earlier, 
we will finish in May and that will been hard for our junior and seniors be-
cause AP tests and finals and our teachers need time to grade everything,” 
Superintendent Sean Aiken said. 

One debatable topic over the years is whether or not to take snow make 
up days away from spring break or to build them directly on the calen-
dar. If they are built into spring break, students lose days of their breaks 
whenever the school decides to cancel a school day. This can be problem-

atic because some students and faculty members schedule vacations over 
spring break, and not knowing whether or not the break will be as long as 
it is scheduled to be can interfere with travel plans. This year, the expected 
school break was shortened by three days, causing issues among family 
vacations plans. 

On the other side, if the school board decided to add four extra days 
into the school year to prepare for the use of snow days, and there are no 
snow days used, there is just an extra four days that students now have to 
go into school for. 

“There are a lot of different factors involved as to why we don’t build 
days straight into the schedule, but it’s always a consideration. We are 
thinking about changing it in the future,” Aiken said.

The calendar for the 2018-2019 school year, Wednesday, August 29 as 
the first day of school. 

“From a teacher’s perspective I think this is best start time. You get 
a couple of days to get things organized with your classes for those first 
couple of days and then you hit the ground running after Labor Day week-
end,” Mr. Eric Schott said. 

Friday, June 7 will be the last day and graduation. Winter Break will 
begin with a half day on Friday before Christmas and students will go 
back to school on Thursday after New Years. Spring break will begin on 
Wednesday before Easter and go through the Tuesday after, but there are 
four days of Spring Break that stand as potential school make up days.

2018-2019 school year calendar set, first day August 29

“Every day is different. One 
day I might be in chemistry 
classes and the next day 
I’m helping a kindergar-
tener who got stuck on the 
monkey bars.” 
  -- Ms. Elise Power
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WEIRD 
News

by Brandon Kurzawski and 
Alexa Stewart 

At Shaler Area High School, students be-
gin classes at 7:18 and end at 2:25. To some, 
this time might come naturally since it’s been 
this way for a long time. But for many, going to 
school so early is a problem. Many students do 
not get enough sleep each night because they 
have work, athletics, or homework after school 
and don’t get done until later in the evening. 

As much as students would like school start 
times to be pushed back, there are factors that 
keep that from working out.  After school jobs, 
not being able to pick up their siblings, and the 
cost of adding on buses are just a few factors 
the administration and school board have to 
look at before they make their decision. Super-
intendent Mr. Sean Aiken has been considering 
some of the options for students. 

Many districts nationwide have been 
bumping their school start times back or revers-
ing the middle and high school times. Though 
students may want school to start at 8, the Pri-
mary School times must also be considered. If 
the district would delay the start of school too 
long, primary school students could get out of 
school too late. 

Switching the start times of school has 
been on the minds of many, but younger stu-
dents should be considered. Since High School 
students are older, waiting outside for the bus 
in the dark may not be a problem for them. 
However, switching the start times of students 
would force the younger kids to wait outside 
for the bus in the dark. 

Other factors such as child care are also 
considered. Many families depend on the old-
er students to be child care providers for the 

younger students. Students also work after 
school. Delaying the start time of school would 
also mean delaying the end time of school 
which would affect student’s work schedules. 
Athletics are also another concern; times being 
delayed would also mean the delay of athletic 
activities.

The size of the district must also be con-
sidered. Districts like North Allegheny agreed 
that a later start time would be beneficial, but 
decided not to change anything to avoid delay-
ing athletic activities and other cost factors of 
delaying school.

Other districts like Quaker Valley and 
Avonworth have pushed their start times back. 
Since they are smaller districts, it is easier to 
change the start and ends times of school with 
less buses. In Shaler Area, there are several 
schools that require transportation compared to 
what a smaller district may have.

Pushing back the start time for the High 
School would delay the ending time of all 
schools, Primary school students currently are 
dismissed at 3:30; a delayed start time would 
result in students getting home later than they 
already are. 

“I think the best way to do it is to make 
minimal changes to school start times first,” Ai-
ken said. “At the very least what we would look 
at is delaying the start time by 15 minutes in-
stead of 7:18, but that’s still something we need 
to work out the details with.”

Even though it may seem easy to delay the 
start time of school, so many factors come into 
play that complicate things for the district. 

“We’re still in the exploring stage looking 
at what we can do, no guarantees yet but this is 
all something we are considering,” Aiken said. 

Many things to consider before 
pushing back school start time

by Cece Robinson

Let’s just take a moment to count each emotional break-
down we’ve all had this school year. If I’m being candid, the 
amount of crying I’ve seen on finsta’s (fake Instagram ac-
counts) and in the school bathroom, we’re going to need more 
than ten fingers. So what do we do? Cry, nap, text our friends, 
rant, nap, ignore our issues, cry, pretend we have it together, 
get a test back, cry and then take a nap. This is madness!

I believe I have found a solution to this problem! And no, 
I apologize, I have not found a way to get rid homework, re-
move the term “quiz” or “test” from the English dictionary, 
or give everyone a genius pill. If I did, I got you. What I have 
found is an idea: Why not take one of the pointless computer 
labs and turn it into……… a panic room!!

 Let me explain. I’m not talking about the panic rooms rich 
people have for if someone breaks into their mansion and they 
can be safe. What I am proposing is a freak-out-proof room for 
students to wreak havoc.

 Just think about the last time that you were tweaking over 
a test or significant other or job or whatever. How good would 
it have felt to just chuck something at a wall? Now, I hope you 
exhibited self-control and refrained from that then, but I think 
we both know it would’ve totally helped the situation.

Doctors always tell us that stress is unhealthy and exercise 
is something we can do to help combat that. So having a room 
or rooms on stand-by that are pretty much for the purpose of 
exercise and stress relief is pretty much just us trying to be 
healthier human beings. And since we can’t have Pop Tarts 
anymore (Thanks Obama!), this is pretty much a reason for us 
to get them back. Boom.

 College students get puppies and free kickboxing classes 
to help manage their stress and anxiety. We get a crowded gym 
and disdaining comments about how ill prepared we are for 
“adulting”. 

Some suggestions for items to be included in the panic 
room are multiple sledgehammers, a car that is prepared for 
destruction, chairs to throw across the room, punching bag, 
and whatever else we think will help. The room will of course 
have cameras, but also have padded and sound proof walls and 
floor. 

After the safety precautions are made we’ll had a sepa-
rate section with video games (nonviolent). Programs like Just 
Dance, Karaoke and Mario Kart will allow another outlet for 
students to let off steam and have fun while staying safe. 

We need a Panic Room

* Constructing a full NFL sched-
ule is quite a complex and painstak-
ing job and it gets even more difficult 
when Ed Sheeran keeps getting in 
your way.

That’s the conundrum NFL sched-
ule-makers are facing these days as 
they attempt to plot out the 2018-2019 
NFL season. Sheeran isn’t intentional-
ly trying to be a headache, but his up-
coming stadium tour dates have cre-
ated some complications for the NFL. 
The singer’s tour, which kicks off in 
August and will run through early No-
vember, will hit a number of NFL ven-
ues, as well as a few MLB stadiums.

As a result, there are more than a 
handful of NFL teams that will have to 
work around Sheeran’s performances, 
forcing them either to play on the road 
or on a day other than Sunday while 
Sheeran is in town.

* A York man reportedly is vow-
ing to go to jail rather than pay a fine 
that resulted after police charged him 
with disorderly conduct while he paid 
a $25 parking ticket with pennies.

Berrios poured the coins into the 
payment window at City Hall and 
wound up getting cited for disorderly 
conduct, the Daily Record reported.

A Common Pleas Court judge 
found Berrios guilty at his summary 
conviction appeal and imposed a $300 

fine, which comes to about $600 with 
court costs, according to the newspa-
per. Berrios told the Daily Record he 
isn’t paying the fine.

Steve Buffington, deputy director 
of permits, planning and zoning, told 
the Daily Record said City Hall ac-
cepts pennies as payment but that peo-
ple must  go to the finance department 
and run them through a coin-counting 
machine.

* A Georgia woman was arrested 
last week after deliberately driving her 
SUV into a telephone pole -- with her 
two children in the car -- to prove God 
would protect them, police said.

Bakari Shaquille Warren, 25, told 
police she veered into oncoming traf-
fic and hit a concrete pole on purpose.

No one, including Warren’s 5- and 
7-year-old children, were hurt in the 
accident.

One daughter was asked whether 
her mother crashed on purpose and ex-
plained to the officer what happened.

“Yeah, because she turned. Her 
eyes was closed and she was say-

ing, ‘blah, blah, blah, I love 
God,’” the daughter said. 
“She didn’t want us to just 
have a car accident. She 
wanted us to know that God 
is real.”

Police said Warren told 
her children to buckle up be-

fore hitting the gas pedal and driving 
directly into the police.

* A Colorado man’s homage to his 
favorite Christmas movie gave him 
the gift of laughter this year.

Chris Olson is such a big fan of 
“National Lampoon’s Christmas Vaca-
tion” that he thought it would be funny 
to make a dummy and hang it from his 
gutter so his wife would think he was 
falling off the roof a la Chevy Chase in 
the 1989 holiday classic.

It seems his neighbors thought the 
dummy was actually Olson clinging 
to the gutter two stories in the air and 
they called for help.

First responders quickly arrived 
to rescue the “man” hanging from the 
roof. At first, Olson feared he might 
be ticketed or ― worse ― told to take 
down the dummy. Luckily, the cops 
shared his sense of humor and nothing 
happened to him or his display.

Now Olson is so happy with the 
effect that he’s thinking of keeping the 
dummy up until Halloween.

* Constantin Reliu learned in Jan-
uary that he was dead.

After more than 20 years of work-
ing as a cook in Turkey, the 63-year-
old returned home to Romania to 
discover that his wife had had him of-
ficially registered as dead.

He faced a major setback Thurs-
day when a court refused to overturn 
his death certificate because his re-
quest was filed “too late.” 

Last December Turkish authori-
ties detained him over expired papers 
and deported him to Romania.

Upon landing at Bucharest airport, 
he was informed that he had been of-
ficially declared dead and underwent 
six hours of questioning and tests.

They measured the distance be-
tween his eyes to see if it correspond-
ed to an old passport photograph; they 
asked him questions about his home 
town, such as where the town hall 
was; they checked his fingerprints.

He spent weeks trying to persuade 
them to issue him papers so that he of-
ficially “existed,” he said. When that 
failed, he asked them to overturn the 
ruling on his death certificate, issued 
in 2016, which also ended in failure 
Thursday on procedural grounds.

Reliu said he would like to file a 
fresh lawsuit but has no money and 
suffers from diabetes, which makes 
everything more difficult.
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NOW ENROLLING FOR THE
2018-2019 SCHOOL YEAR

by Jake Newport

Overall, the wrestling team had yet 
another successful season. The team end-
ed up with 13 wins, marking the 6th year 
in a row it has had a least 10 wins. The 
team won the Sharon Duals for the first 
time since 2001 and made the WPIAL 
playoffs for the 5th year in a row. Garrett 
Reinsfelder and Dylan Winters both sur-
passed 100 career wins while Reinsfelder 
and junior Ryan Sullivan qualified for the 
state tournament. The season was capped 
off by Sullivan’s championship perfor-
mance at the state tournament. 

After a second place finish at the state 
wrestling championships last year, Sul-

livan came into this year 
with an attitude to be the 
best. 

“I had a chip on my 
shoulder this season striv-
ing for a state title and 
putting in the extra work-
outs. My goal was just 
to improve and the best 
improvement was a state 
title,” Sullivan said. 

Sullivan came into this 
year hungry and ready to 
win. He finished with an 
overall record of 42-1 for 
the season. He won the Al-
legheny County Tourna-
ment. Along with that, he 
placed first in both his re-
gion and section. He took 
all that success and mo-

mentum, to a state wrestling 
championship with a 4-1 victory by deci-
sion over Killian Delaney of West Chester 
Henderson. 

Carrying an excellent regular season 
into the Allegheny County Tournament 
was nothing new for Sullivan. He was 
the number one seed last year. However, 
he placed 6th in the tournament. Sullivan 
realized he would have to do better. He 
was disappointed in his performance at 
this tournament, as he was expected to 
place higher. This year was different, as 
he lived up to his expectations and he won 
the tournament.

“Last wrestling season, I learned I 
had to mature a lot, get tougher, and never 
stop working hard or give up,” said Sul-

livan. 
 Head wrestling coach Drew 

D’Agostino attributed Sullivan’s success 
this year to the hard work and develop-
ment in maturity. 

“I am very happy for Ryan winning 
a state championship. He set that goal 
last year after placing 2nd at states, and 
has worked really hard to achieve his 
goals,”  D’Agostino said. 

Although Sullivan accomplished 
a great achievement winning the state 
championship, D’Agostino is also look-
ing for more. 

“I am extremely proud of Ryan win-
ning a state championship but I am also 
extremely proud of his maturity and his 
academic growth. He is a student/athlete 
that Shaler Area can be proud of.

I think it is a great accomplishment to 
win a state title, but we are in Pennsylva-
nia ( the toughest wrestling State) and you 
have to keep moving forward and work-
ing hard. Set new goals and try to accom-
plish the goals for next year,” D’Agostino 
said. 

Sullivan is currently looking at the 
University of Pittsburgh, North Carolina 
State, Virginia Tech, Virginia and West 
Virginia as potential colleges to attend. 
Sullivan also thinks that he can build off 
this season and still accomplish more. 

“I would say this year has been a suc-
cess, but I am not satisfied. My goal is to 
be the #1 wrestler in the country at my 
weight class. Until I achieve that, I won’t 
be satisfied with my high school wrestling 
career. I set my goals very high, so even if 
I fall short, I still succeed,” Sullivan said.

Sullivan caps off year with PIAA title

Ryan Sullivan reacts after winning PIAA champtionship

Swimmers set school record

At the WPIAL swim meet, the team of Jenna Stanton, 
Meghan Harris, Lydia Nebiolo, and Olivia DiBon worked 
perfectly together to achieve such a great accomplish-
ment. The 200 freestyle relay team posted an impressive 
time of 1:44.33 to set a new school record.
Senior Meghan Harris was a big part of the team’s success 
and the record breaking effort. 
“My favorite part of the season was making two WPIAL 
cuts with some of my best friends and being apart of a 
team that accomplished so much this year, “ Harris said.
Harris also may continue her success and bring her swim-
ming talent to the next level in college.
“I will be attending Chatham University in the fall and I am 
considering swimming there,” Harris said.  
by Tanner Nowakowski

Haberman
from page 1

the The Waldman Inter-
national Arts and Writing 
ceremony. Haberman gave 
a keynote presentation on 
children in the Holocaust.

“It’s going to be dif-
ficult for sure,” Haberman 
said before presenting. 
“You have to consider the 
audience because there will 
be kids in the audience, 
and there is no easy way to 
teach about that. Plus, there 
will be survivors in the au-
dience who were children 
during the Holocaust.” 

With this award, Haber-
man will continue applying 
for grants and funding to 
start the Shaler Area center 
for Holocaust, Genocide, 
and Human Rights educa-
tion, a project that would go 
far beyond the classroom, 
and Shaler Area itself. 

“The whole idea is to 
spend the grant money on 
something that will last 
longer than me; I’ve been 
talking a lot to the princi-
pals because I want what-
ever we spend the money 
on to be something that my 
colleagues and administra-
tors are all excited about 
so we get support on it,” 
Haberman said.
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by Brandon Kurzawski

There are many trail systems that connect 
communities together and make it easier to trav-
el without having a car throughout Allegheny 
County. Within the past few years, the Etna Bor-
ough has been working on developing the Etna 
Riverfront Park along the Allegheny River.

 Etna Borough has owned half of the land 
along the river, however, the rest of the land was 
owned by a private owner, an old sand and grav-
el factory along the river. The factory was later 
torn down by the company, however, the land 
was still owned by the owner’s of the factory.

Mrs. Mary Ellen Rampage, manager of the 
Borough of Etna, has been working with Friends 
of the Riverfront to develop a trail connecting 
into Millvale and onto the Millvale Riverfront 
Trail, which connects to the Three Rivers Heri-
tage Trail which goes all the way to Downtown 
Pittsburgh. 

Friends of the Riverfront is an organization 
that promotes trails around Allegheny County. 
The organization acquired the land the Etna Bor-
ough did not have along the Riverfront. With 
trails on the mind of both organizations, Friends 
of the Riverfront sold the land to the borough. 

“The land was taken with the overall under-
standing of how we build from Millvale and be-
yond,” Rampage said. “As gaps in the proposed 
trail system that the county had proposed came 
up, they took advantage of opportunities.”

Artrez, a non-profit organization made up 
of seven local communities around Shaler Area, 
looked at the idea that all communities had some 
riverfront property. With many communities 
owning land along the riverfront, Artrez began to 
acquire some grant money to build the park and 
trail. However, a problem arose with the owner 

of the railroad 
tracks along 
the Riverfront.

“ W h a t 
h a p p e n e d 
was the rail-
road crossing 
in Etna to the 
property along 
the Riverfront 
was signed as 
a private cross-
ing and the 
railroad said 
‘we will let 
you cross, but only if you fly over the railroad 
tracks.’ In other words, you can’t cross at ground 
level,” Rampage said.

Since the railroad crossing was deemed pri-
vate, the tracks were not allowed to be part of the 
trail system. For people to be allowed to cross 
the tracks, the borough was forced to develop a 
ramp over the railroad tracks for people to safely 
cross.

“We had a lot of physical challenges trying 
to get the grades,” Rampage said. Through many 
designs, the borough had to figure out how to 
combat the issue at hand, which also makes the 
ramp handicapped accessible. 

A long process began, with costs of the ramp 
escalating. This was without putting anything on 
the property the borough had acquired.

“At the same time, we were still trying to 
raise money and all we would have had is some 
ugly concrete structure over the railroad tracks. 
We still would have had no trail, no park, no 
nothing,” Rampage said.

The borough began the process of trying to 
find grants for the trail and ramp. Eventually, 

they raised $1.5 million. That’s when the Penn-
sylvania Environmental Council got involved. 
As they were looking for gaps in the trails, they 
acquired all the deeds along the route of the pro-
posed trail system and had found language in a 
deed of the railroad crossing that stated that the 
crossing was public. 

Just this past August, the railroad company 
was taken before the PEC and the railroad itself 
admitted that their records also found the railroad 
to be a public crossing. With the railroad cross-
ing now public, the borough no longer needed a 
ramp to cross the railroad.

A whole new design was then made and the 
borough is currently in the works of making 
safety improvements at the railroad crossings 
with gates and lights

Currently, trail and park construction plan-
ning is underway with grants secure. Once all 
of the engineering is put into place, the borough 
plans to put the project out to bid so someone can 
begin to build the project.

“While it seems we’ve been talking about it 
for a long time, a lot of really cool and wonderful 
things have happened, but there’s nothing you 
can see yet,” Rampage said.

Etna Riverfront trail closer to becoming a reality


